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troops'slip under the aegis of the Freikorps and Reichs- 
wehr. By the time it paraded at the first national rally of 
the NSDAP in January 1923, the SA numbered 6000 
теп in four regiments, In an effort better to control the 
rapidly growing organization, Hitler appointed the 
former air ace, Hermann Goring, to lead it, but Goring 
was naturally lazy and self-indulgent and the driving 
force behind the SA remained Rohm. Frustrated by 
Imbition and independence, which were upheld 
ilitary, Hitler was compelled to set up yet an- 
other body of men, from outside the SA, which would be 
entirely devoted to him, Thus the SS was born. 

In March 1923 Hitler ordered the formation of a 
Munich-based bodyguard known as the Stabswach 
whose members swore an oath of loyalty 
personally. Two months later, to avoid confusi 


mess 


other SA units of the same name, the Stabswache was 
integrated into а new, 30-man squad called the Stoss 
trupp Adolf Hitler, led by Julius Schreck and Josef 
Berchtold. The Stosstrupp participated in the ill-fated 
Munich Putsch on 9 November 1923, when Hitler's 
attempt to seize power in Bavaria by force ended in dis- 
faster During the episode, Stosstrüpp member Ulrich 
Graf saved Hitler's life and was severely wounded in 
the process. His braver 
pression on the Nazi 
Following the Put 


Tittle more 
March, on ti 


«ernmental prohibi 
led with the old Freikorps tradi 
-hutestafel der NSDAP, soon abbreviated 
to comprise 10-man squads selected from the 
¡able party members, Their sole purpose would 
be to protect Hitler and other Nazi leaders during their 
ng throughout Germany, Оп 9 

125 the existence of the SS was officially 
the Munich Feldherrn 


uring the spring of 1926, 75 Schutzstaffeln were 
formed right across the country. A new SS-Oberleitung 


AK War пісте, 


was created and headed Бу Berchtold, with the self 
styled title of Reichsführer der SS, 


т. Despi 
cal prestige, the 58 rem 
tothe SA. The | 
4 SA com 
ir control 
rating pro- 


апт tasks, such 
ts and recruiting s 
the Volkischer 

1928, morale in the SS was at an all-time low and mem 
bership plummeted. Photographs dating from that 
period rarely show as many as 10 SS men together 

‘The watershed in the development of the SS can be 
traced to a single day - 6 January 1929. On that fateful 

Heinrich Himmler took command of the 
‘ata time when the SA was becoming i 


approval for a recruiting plan 
elite body out of the SS, and b 
force of 2000 men, with its own officer со 
SA in northern Germany rebelled against Gauleiter 
‘Josef Goebbels and his bourgeois NSDAP hierarchy in 
Berlin, only the local SS under Oberführer Kurt 
Daluege remained loyal to Hitler. The revolt collapsed 
and Himmler was rewarded with his appointment as 
security chief of the NSDAP headquarters in Munich 
In effect, he was made head of the party police. 

Тһе SS grew steadily during 1991-32 within the 
matrix ofa rapidly expanding SA and NSDAP memb 
ship. Himmler kept busy changing and rechanging his 


unit designations to keep up with the elaborate tables of 
‘organization being constructed by Röhm and his staff. 
By the summer of 1982, the 88 numbered 450 officers 
and 25,000 men, with administrative units known as 
Oberführer-Abschnitte interposed between about 40 
regiments and the Reich 5. During that year, 
the political struggle іп у rapidly took on the 
form of a civil war. The Communists and Socialists set 
uparmed militias and the 

men were killed and several hundred wounded during 
Tunning street battles with the Red Front. The whole 


scenario was lapped up by the 88 Old Guard, and their 
catch-phrase, ‘Die Kampfzeit war die beste Zeit (Тһе 
Fighting days were the best” was frequently repeated as 
а form of boast to young SS men years later during the 
Third Reich 

As the crucial 1933 elections approached, it suited the 
Nazis to create the impression that Germany wason the 
verge of anarchy and that they had all the sol 
жаз perhaps not surprising that they wo 
toral victory, and on 30 January the old Field Marshal 
Paul von Hindenburg, President of the Reich and a sort 


of Ersatz Kaiser’ (substitute emperor), entrusted 
Hitler with the post af Chancellor and the responsibi 
lity of forming a government. Less than а month later, 
the Reichstag building was burned to the ground and 
the Communists were blamed, Hitler immediately gave 
police powers to 25,000 SA and 15,000 SS теп, and left 
‘wing opponents of the new regime began to be arrested 
in large numbers and herded into makeshift prisons 
and camps. While the SS was consolidating ite situation 
and controlling its membership and recruitment by a 
constant purging process, the БА began o throw i 
А talked of a ‘Second Revo. 
‘would sweep away both the bourgeois of 
tionaties of the Reichswehr, On 
"Nightofthe Long Knives’, Röhm and 
the SA leadership were eliminated in ‘operations 
carried out by the 58 and the army 
On 20 July 1934, Hitler declared the 200,000-stron 
88 an independent formation of the NSDAP and r 
‘moved it completely from SA control, Its position of 
ascendancy was now assured and it entered a period of 
consolidation; a new command structure and organiz 
tion was developed under Himmler, whose rank as 


weight about noisily. Denied a position i 
towhich it felt entitled, th 
lution’ whic 


SS High Command, or Reichsführung-SS, 
the following eight main departments, or Hauptamt 
ultimately evolved for the purpose of carrying out the 
day-to-day work of directing and administering the 
organization, 


‘The Hauptamt Persönlicher Stab Ri 
Pers, Stab RISS 


Himmlers personal staff, comprising specia 
cials, advisers, honorary officers and administrative 
personnel 


‘The 88 Hauptamt (SS-HA) 
‘The SS Central Office, responsible for recruitment and 
the maintenance of records on non-commissioned SS 


‘The 88 Führungs 
SS Operational Headquarters, which co-ordinated 
training, the payment of wages, the supply of equip: 
ment, arms, and vehicles, and the main 
tenance and repair of stocks 


FHA) 
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‘The Reichssicherheitshauptamt (RSHA) 
‘The Reich's Central Security Office, controlling the 
security police of the Third Reich, including the Kripo, 
Gestapo and SD. It was also responsible for both foreign 
nd domestic intelligence operations, espionage and 
counter.espionage, and combating political and com- 
mon-law crime 


onomic and Administrative Department, 
which oversaw а large number of SS industrial and 
Agricultural undertakings, administered the finances 
of the SS and ran the concentration 


The Ri 


sse- und Siedlungshauptamt (RuSHA) 
Race and Settlement Department looked after the 
racial purity of all SS members and was responsible for 
executing the policy of settling SS men in the eastern 


бепе), 
ered the disciplin- 
to which members of 


Personalhauptamt (Pers. HA) 
The 88 Personnel Department dealt with personnel 
matters and kept records on all SS officers 


Immediately below the Hauptamter were the SS Obe 
rabschnitte (Regions) and Abschnitte (Districts), the 


was basically 
Med a police function; and the full 
ry Bewaffnete-SS,or armed SS. Each had its 
own distinctive series of uniforms and regalia. Both 
branches shared, however, total loyalty and commit 
ment to Hitler, relishing the obedience required of ther 
as the Führer's body 
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st duty of the entire SS organizar 
e 


taken from them, Consequently, it was de 
of 1934 the main day-to-day function of these hig 
<iplined Allgemeine 89 volunteers would be to support 
the police in maintaining public order. Т 


would take over the oper 
ational radio network, public 

well as acting as police 
anticipated civil 
the duties of the 


THE MLGEMENE SS 


8 


generally restricted U 
rty rallies und other 
holiday sits of foreign dignitaries. 

The ionship between the SS and polio 
grew apace after Himmler wi 
Deutschen Polizei in June 1 
planned to merge the tw 
tection Corps ог Staatssc 

hieved first by reorganization a 

police 


bodies into a single 
ben which was u 

ren by the 
Allgeme 
ich, a larg 


into the 5 

their ро Himmler ultim 

achieving control of all conventional German police 
forces, the fire brigade, railway and post office к 
rescue and emergency services, intelligence agencies 
and even night watchmen. M all the corr 
Ponding don police forces in the conquered 
countries, including the British Constabulary serv 
оп the Channel Islands, came un uthorit 
Through their direction of these agencies, with th 
ast resources and intimate local knowledge, the Al 


meine-SS hier 


.meine-SS members who were e 
occupations which 


role in the war e 
special 88 

urme were detailed to р 
and other strategic point 
Civil Defense dur 

liaries with 

od with the 


their call-up i 


work. During 194 
read throughout Ger. 
ion ofthe Volkssturm. 
] control 
Service in the Allgemeine-SS high 


Home Guard, which came und 
'ondition. 


ted the elite nature of the organization. Recruiting 
alwa 

with m 
anks 


during the war, 
rectly from the 
worked hand-in: 
ted many of its uniform 
Selection was based on 


f the Hitle 
SS, and adı 
Accouterments and rituals 


man repatriates in the occupied torie 
Another SS group, the ۸ elle oF 
VOMI, played a significant part in paving the way for 
the Nazi occupation of Austri kia. In 
an effort to prove the ‘ational 
Socialism by scientific men mler set up Ahnen- 
erbe, a body for the research of ancestral heritage. The 
SS duly carried out archaeological excavations 
throughout Europe in the search for the origins of the 
Nordic a study which ultimately resulted in 
human experimentation using concentration camp in- 

The 


ion camp system also gave the SS 
unlimited supply of cheap expendable 
led to a thriving SS economy. Various 
manufacturing enterprises were set up in the camps 
and workers leased out to private firms on sub-co 
‘The acquisition of large fertile territories duri 
atly enlarged the scope of these activities 

and stockbreeding in Poland, and lumbering. 
mining and fishing in Russia ай entered the field of SS 
‘economics, and between 1941 and 1944 the SS exploited 
the wealth, resources and population of the conquered 
Easton а massive scale. Himmler eventually controlled 
over 500 factories, producing 75 per cent of Germany's 
soft drinks and 98 per cent of the country's furniture 
Most ofthe uniforms and equipment used by the SS and 
police were manufactured in the camps, whose 

aked bread, processed meat, made munit: 
{гей leather goods. The SS ran quarries, brick 
Works, cement factories, food research laboratories, 


publishing house, a sword smithy and even a porcelain 
works. The money which flowed into SS coffers as 

sult was vast, iped to strengthen Himmler posi 
tion the financial autonomy of his 


Through its industrial connections, the Allg 
meine-SS cultivated and recruited hundreds of com: 
businessmen and landowners. Others 


рап 
to SS funds in return for Himmler s favor 
tion. By means of a thorough policy of infiltration, the 
SS duly permeated right through every branch of off 
cial and semi-official German life, By May 1944, no less 
per cent of the leading personalities in 
‘members of the Allgemeine 


than 2 


cluded almost ай 
nin key party and governn 

bers of the military a 
tors, scientists, university professors and those promi- 
nent in the fields of culture and charitable works. After 
the failed plot to assassinate Hitler in July 1944, the SS 
finally overcame that last hastion ofthe old traditional 
Germany, the army, with SS generals taking over the 
military administration and secret weapons program 


Ву the end of 1944, the Allgemeine SS had seized 
almost total political, military and economic power in 
‘The uniforms and regalia of the Allgemeine-SS de- 
veloped nization expanded, and will now be 


[ne — E] 
The Death's Head rly the storm troops, flamethrower detachments and 


tank battalions. After 1918 the death's head surfaced 
fall 88 uniform trappings and accouterments, the one again on the streets of Germany, this time painted on 

blem which endured throughout the history of the the helmets and vehicles of certain Freikorps. Because 
organization and became firmly associated with it was of its association with these formations, the Totenkopf 
the death's head, or Totenkopf, an eerie motif com- became symbolic not only of wartime daring and self 
prising a skull and crossed bones. It has often been sacrifice but also of postwar traditionalism, ant 
assumed that the death's head was adopted simply to Liberalism and anti-Bolshevism, 
strike terror into the hearts of those who saw it. How: It is not surprising, therefore, that members of the 
ever, that was not so. It was chosen asa direct and emo: Stosstrupp Adolf Hitler eagerly took the Totenkopf as 
tional link with the past, and in particular with the their distinctive emblem in 1923, initially acquiring a 
lite military units of the Imperial Reich. small stock of appropriate army surplus 

Medieval German literature and romantic poems Their successors in the SS thereafter co 
were filled with references to dark forces and the firm of Deschler in Munich to restrike large quantitie 
утах of death and destruction. In 1740, a large right: of the Pruasian-style jawless death's head which they 
facing jawless death's head with the bones lying behind used on their headgear for the next 11 years, In 1934 
the skull, embroidered in silver bullion, adorned the when the Prussian Totenkopf began to be worn as an 
black funeral trappingsofthe Prussian King, Frederick élite badge by the new army panzer units, the SS de 
William 1. In his memory, the Leib-Husaren Regiments vised ts own unique pattern of grinning death's head, 
Nos. 1 and 2, élite Prussian royal bodyguard units with lower jaw, whieh it used thereafter until the 88% 
which were formed the following year, took black asthe demise in 1945, 
color oftheir uniforms and wore a massive Totenkopf of "The 1934-pattern SS Totenkopf ultimately took 
similar design on their Pelzmutzen or busbies. The various forms, right-facing, left-facing and. front 
State of Brunswick followed suit in 1809 when the facing, and appeared on the cloth headgear of all SS 
death's head was adopted by its Hussar Regiment No. members. It was the centerpiece of the SS Death's Head 
17 and the third battalion of Infantry Regiment No. 92... Ring and could be seen on dagger and y 
The Brunswick Totenkopf differed slightly in design chains, mess jackets, flags, standards, drum covers and 
from the Prussian one, with the skull facing forward trumpet banners, Himmler wanted his men to be proud 
and situated directly above the crossed bones. During of their heritage and there ік no doubt that the hint 
World War I the death's head was chosen as п formation ical associations of the death's head were well used to 
sign by a numberof crack German army units, particu- that end 
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The Runes 


Alongside the Totenkopf, the SS runes represented the 
litism and brotherly comradeship of the organization, 
“and were consciously elevated to an almost holy status. 
‘They derived from the characters which formed the 
alphabets used by the Germanie tribes of pre-Christian 
Europe, and particularly appealed to Himmler's vision 
ofthe SS as а chivalric order, and to his fascination for 


cryptic codes and hidden messages. 

‘All pre-1939 Allgemeine-SS men were instructed in 
runic symbolism as part of their probationary training. 
By 1945, 14 main varieties of rune were in use by the SS, 
and these are described from A to N below and shown in 
the accompanying illustrations. The finer points of 
these runes were never generaliy appreciated by the 
majority of men who wore them, and instruction in 
their meanings ceased around 1940. 
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E The Wolfsangel 
‘The Wolfsangel. or Wolf Hook, was originally a px 
device which supposedly possessed the magical power 
to ward off wolves. It was adopted as an emblem by less 
superstitious fiteenth-century peasants in their revolt 
against the mercenaries of the German princes, and 

۳ BEE, с=т was thereafter regarded as representing liberty and in 
dependence 

FThe Wolfsangel variant)‏ | سب 
Ewers | A squat version of the Wolfsangel with hooked arms‏ 
tomo was worn as an early badge of the NSDAP, and was‏ 
сылы) БХ ны! Inter adopted by the Dutch SS‏ 
G The Opfer-Rum‏ 
The Opfer-Rune symbolized self-sacrifice, and com‏ 
СО езге она | memorated the Nazi martyrs of the 1923 Munich‏ 
ted zeal and enthusiasm, It was‏ 
ecially-selected SS adjutants‏ 

4. Town uno مه‎ ` (eer Hitler and, as such, was worn by 
1 The Leben-Rune 
The Leben-Rune or Life Rune symbolized life and wax 
adopted by the SS Lebensborn Society, which ran 
maternity homes. It likewise featured on SS documenta 

Espen “Ион and graves to show date of birth. 


A The Hakenkreuz J The Toten-Rune 
‘The Hakenkreuz or swastika was the pagan Germanic The Toten-Rune or Death Rune represented death, and 
sign of Donner (or Thor), the Thunder God. A very nimi- uments and graves to show dale of 
del was common in Hindu culture, although the 

сей to the left. Hindu legend stated that re 
һе swastika would bring bad luck to the in- 
stigator, During the nineteenth century it сапы 

ded as symbolic of nationalism, and in the 
post-1918 period was adopted by the Ehrhardt Bri 
and other Freikorps units. As the senior Бай 
Nazi party and state, it inevitably featured on many SS 
accoutermentn, either static (те 
mobile (Le, standing on one point to give 
ance of an advancing movement 


was used on de 
death 


K The Tyr-Rune 
The Tyr-Rune, also known asthe Kı 
Rune, was the pagan Germanic sign of Tyr, the 
War, and was symbolic of leadership in battle, It was 
commonly used by the SS as a grave marker, replacing 

nd a Tyr-Rune worn on the upper 
indicated graduation from the SA 
icichsfuhrerschule, which trained SS officers until 
1934. It was later the specialist badge of the 88 
cruiting and training department 


mpf-Runeor Bi 


the Christian ero 


standing flat) or left arm 


B The Sonnenrad 
The Sonn 


‚dor sunwh 
tion of the sun 


The Heilszeichen or Prosperity Symbols represented 
success and good fortune, and appeared on the SS 
Death's Head Rin 


also known а Siegrune) w: 
symbolic of victory. Around 1932 SS man Walter Heck, М The Hagall-Rune 
a graphic designer employed by the badge manufac The Hagall-Rune stood for the unshakable faith (in 
turing firm of Ferdinand Hoffstatterin Bonn, drew two Nazi philosophy) which was expected of all SS mem: 
ig-Runes side by side and thus created the ubiquitous bers. It featured on numerous ceremonial aecouter 
S Runen' used thereafter by all branches of the ments, particularly those used at weddings. 
organization. The SS paid him 2.50 Reichamarks forthe 

rights to his design! 


N The Odal-Rune 
The Odal-Rune symbolized kinship and family and the 
bringing together of people of similar blood. Tt was the 
badge of the SS Race and Settlement Department 


D The Ger-Rune 
‘The Ger-Rune was symbolic of communal spirit. 


а IES 
The Traditional Uniform 1 


The earliest Nazis wore normal civilian clothing and 
were distinguin 
Kampfbinde, от єм the left 
upper arm, With the advent of the paramilitary SA in 
1921, however, it became necessary to evolve a uniform. 
specifically for ite members. At first, t кей 
was chi in 
king the 
wi ts, waist belts 
with erosestraps, gray trousers, trench boot 
mountain caps and steel helmets, Many SA men simply 
retained the uniforms they had worn during World War 


E stripped of badges, The sw band was the 
only constant featu ring a metal 
numeral or emblem dentity, and a / 
metal ‘pip’ or cloth str | 
bers of the Stabswache and St | 
wore similar garb with the addition of a Prussian: 
patte ad on the cap, usually surmounted by 
the Rei асіп 
continued to wear their old uni- 

1 of the clandestine ‘Frontbanne’, adding а steel | 

helmet badge to the center of the swastika armband 
At the end of 19: 
officer 
tropical were, in 1 
reality and 
! 


| Hilfspolizei 
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у collarless 
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Within every FuseStandarte, each Sturmbann w 
igned a color which bordered the upper and low 
sof the cuff title. The prescribed Sturmbann colors 
Sturmbann 1 - Green 
Sturmbann H - Dark Blue 
Sturmbann ШІ - Кей 
Sturmbann IV (Reserve) 


Light Blue 


The number and, if appropriate, honor name of the 
wearer's Sturm appeared embroidered in gray or silver 
thread on the title. Thus a member ofthe 2nd Sturm, Ist 
Sturmbann, lst SS FussStandarte would wear а 
{green-bordered cuff title bearing the numeral 2 in con 
Junction with the number “ТГ on his right collar patch, 
A man in the Hth Sturm ‘Adolf Hoh’, 314 Sturmbann, 
Oth SS Fuss-Standarte would sport a red-edged cuff 
title with the legend "IL Adolf Hah’, and regimental 
numeral 907 on the right collar patch. All members of 
Allgemeine-SS cavalry units had yellow-edged cuff 
titles while those of signals and pioneer formations had 
their titles bordered in brown and black, respectively. A 
relatively small number of cuff titles bore Roman 
numerals or designations relating to staff or specialist 
appointments 

During the autumn of 1929, a 
‘eagle and swastika badge, 
troduced for wear on the SA and SS кери in place of the 
Reichskokarde, SS bandemen's uniforms were further 
modified by the addition of black-and-white military 
style ‘swallow 's nests’ worn at the shoulder 

At the end of 1931, the SS adopted the motto, “Мен 
Ehre heisst Treue’ (My Honor is Loyalty’? following a 
well-publicized open letter from Hitler to Kurt Daluege 


rp-winged 


after the collapse of the northern SA revolt, declaring in 
his praise: SS Mann, deine Ehre heisst Treue’. Almost 
immediately, a belt buckle incorporating the motto into 
its design was commissioned and produced by the Over- 
hoff firm of Lüdenscheid to replace the SA buckle hith 
erto worn by all members ofthe SS, The new belt buckle 
was circular for officers and rectangular for other 
ranks, and continued in wear unchanged until 1945 

In May 1933. shoulder strapsor Achselstuche were de- 
vised for wear on the right shoulder only. These straps 
were adornments to be used in conjunction with the col 
lar insignia already in existence and indicated rank 
level (Le. enlisted man or NCO, junior officer or inter 
mediate officer et.) rather than actual rank 

In February 1934, a silver Honor Chevron for the Old 
Guard (Ehremcinkel fur Alte Kampfer) was authorized 
for wear on the upper right arm by all members of the 
SS who had joined the SS, NSDAP or any of the ойн 
party-aflliated organizations prior to 30 January 1933, 
The Honor Chevron came to be regarded as the badge of 
the die-hard! Nazi, even although an 18-year-old SS ro 
cruit in 1939 would have been entitled to wear it had he 

10-year-old Hitler Youth in 1931. Qualification 
was later extended even further to include former mem- 
bers of the police or armed forces who fulfilled certain 
conditions and transferred into the SS, 

The traditional brown shirt uniform of the SS there 
fore developed almost continually over 11 years and i 
corporated many additions or alterations at specific 
times. These can be of great assistance in dating period 
photographs. With the advent ofthe black uniform, the 
traditional uniform was gradually phased out and it 
was not generally worn after 1924, except on special 

у members of the SS Old Guard. 


been 


The Black Uniform 


niform was made in 1932, in ге 
nand that the SA and SS 


two pockets being 


were two belt ho 
rear to support the lea 


sponse to a government de 
a more respectable’ outfit a 

the lifting of a ban on political uniforms. On 7 July a 

black tunic and peaked cap, hı 

the Imperial Lei 


waist belt. Insignia was the 


п brown shirt, The new SS peaked с 
military іп appe 


silver-piped 
others, with velvet bı 
and cloth bands and 
‘As with the képi, а 1929-pa 
le was worn above a Prussian-style death's hea 
the сар, Several minor variants of the black unifo 
were produced during 1933, but th 
formalized by mid-1934 when the new SS-style Toten. 
kopf with lower jaw was introduced 


Husaren, were introduced for the SS, 

the brown shirt and képi, These items wer 
ailable first to officers, then lower ranks, 

e with the traditional u 

during 1933 while ай members were being kitted out 

The new SS uniform was designed by SS-Oberführe 

Karl Diebitsch, 
ndard four-pocket milit 


cords for officers, 


were worn side-by-si 


yrstyle jacket, the lower 


ted ‘slash’ type, with a four 


s at the sides and 


ame as that devised for the 


‘and the tunic was worn over a 


als and 
ilver cap 
ather chin 


whole outfit was 


During the remaineder of the 1930s, the black service 
uniform was deve the 88 organization 
expanded, Greutcoats were produced and a series of 
specialist arm diamonds or Armelraute devised for wear 

the lower left sleeve, On 21 June 1936, a new and 
тег 88 metal cap eagle replaced the old 1929 pattern, 
and white shirts were authorized for wear under the 
black tunic on ceremonial occasions, For evening fune 
tions such as parties, dances and so on there were black 
mess jackets for officers and white "monkey suits’ for 
waiters, all sporting full SS insignia, Finally, as from 
27 June 1999, officers were provided with an all-white 
version of the service uniform for walking out during 
the summer period, officially defined as running from 1 
April to 30 September each year 

Full-time SS men were regularly issued with ite 
uniform and equipment, So far as part-timers were con 
cerned, however, all uniform articles had to be pur 
chased by the SS members themselves at their own ex 
pense. The following small selection of prices is taken 
from the extensive Allgemeine-SS Price List of January 
1938, and gives a general idea of the cost of ite 


Item 


Black service tunic 
Black breeches 

Black overcoat 

Peaked cap for lower ranks 
Peaked сар for officers 
Peaked cap for y 

Brown shirt 
Pair marching boots 
1993-pattern dagger 

1996 chained dagger 

Belt buckle for lower ranks 
Belt buckle for officers 
Shoulder strap 

Collar patch 

Swastika armband 

Cuff title 


Honor Chevron of the Old Guard 010 
Engle for peaked сар 025 
Death's head for peaked сар 010 
Vehicle pennant 120 
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Tee гэд introduction ofthe gray service uniform, 
combined with the sudden reduction in the жилы. of The Gray Uniform 
Y fom: baling ud SS Kr 


In 1998 the Allgemeine SS introduced a ver 


ГЭЛЭГ 
‘and the GermanicSS in the wes 
quently. very few black All 

the war with their orig 


manent Allgemeine-SS officers who were, by the nature 
of their employment, exempt from service іп the W 


ay uniform was issued first to headqu 


wualified to w 


perseded by the 


During the war. it was gradually 
Waffen-SS field-gray version, partie 
those stationed іп the occupied te 
or so active part-time members 


prewar days, had b 


A So ш. лт а-ы 
Ranks and Titles 


ne of the most complex of all 

structure 
few major 
definitive SS rank system, dating rom 
۱۵ lasting until the end of the war 


follows: 


Mannschaften (Other Ranks) 


SS-Rottenführer - Senior Lance Corporal 


Unterführer (NCOs) 


(Waffen-SS) - Company 


dministrative, disciplinary and reporting 


hack t 
{кетеп of кез, and wore two distinetive 
bands of aluminum Tresse around the on) 


Untere Führer (Junior/Company Officers) 
Intersturmführer nant 
SS-Obersturmfuhrer 
SS-Hauptsturmführer 


Шеге Führer (Intermec 
turmbannführe 
SS.Obersturmi 

SS Standart 
SS-Oberfih 


e/Field Officers) 


Major 


utenant-Colonel 


SS-Gruppenführer 
SS-Obergruppenfuhrer 
SS-Oberst-Gruppenfuhrer 


(АП Waffen-SS generals were awarded their corres: 
ponding army rank titles in 1940, e.g, 'SS-Obergrup. 
penführer und General der Wal 

part of the SS-Police 
generals were 

their titles, e.g. ‘S8-Obergruppenfuhrer und General 
der Waffen-SS und Polizei, The same all-embracing 


assimil 


titles were extended in 1944 to the HSSPfs (Höhere SS- 
und Polizeiführer), Hin 
technically responsible б 
SS and police formations based in their territorios 
Himmler retained his overall authority ак Reichs: 
fuhrer-8S. As with the SA, NSKK, Hd and all other 
NSDAP formations, Hitler himself was ultimately 
Commander-in-Chief of the 88 and held the personal 


title of Der Oberste Führer der Schutastatfel 
neine:SS ranks took precedence over those of 
the Waffen-SS and police in official SS correspondence 


Allgemeine-SS officers and NCOs who joined the Wa 
fen-SS during the war retained their Allgemein 
automatically upgraded if they 

18 in the Waffen 

т Fuhrerbewerber (FB) 
being commissioned, 
ing an 18-month period, the officer endet or Führer 

ter (FA) rose through the grades of SS-Junker. 

jartenjunker and S8-Standartenoberjunker 
which equated to SS-Unterscharführer, SS-Schar 
führer and SS-Hauptscharführer ге 
officers who intended to serve only for the duration 
the war were known as REB, RFA, 

“and so on, A similar scheme exi potential 
NCOs. Civilian specialists such as interpreters and doc- 
tors employed by the Waffen-SS were known as Sonder. 
führer or Fachführer, and were distinguished by (S) or 
(F) after their ranks. 
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The SS dagger, or ‘Dienstdlolch’, was introduced with its 
ВА counterpart on 15 December 1933. Black and silver 
in color, it bore the SS motto оп the blade, and runes and 
эп eagle on the grip, Its general design was based on 
that of a seventeenth-century German hunting knife 
known as the ‘Holbein’, which had a representation of 
Holbein's painting The Dance of Death on its scabbard. 
Worn by all ranks of the Allgemeine-SS with service 
and walking-out dress, the SS dagger was presented to 
its owner о the special 9 November ceremony 
when he graduated fro 'SS-Mann. It 
Was not issued at an Tike th 
daggers of the more plebian SA, Each SS member paid 
the full сон of his dagger, usually in small instalments, 
prior to its presentation 

In February 1934 the private purchase or trading 
9188 daggers on the open market was forbidden. Th 

daggers could only be ordered from manu- 

facturers through SS headquarters, for issue via the 
three main SS uniform distribution centers at Munich, 
Dresden and Berlin. Moreover, it was mad 
оту offense for an 88 man to dispose of 
ier, on the grounds that it was a symbol of his office. In 
that way, it was assured that no unauthorized person 
could buy or otherwise acquire an SS dagger, Ак of 25 
January 1935, members dismissed from the S8 had 
surrender their daggers, even though they were 
personal property paid for by their own means, Їп eases 
Of voluntary resignation oF normal retirement, how 


ver, daggers could be retained, and the person in 
tion was given a certificate stating that he was еп. 
led to possess it 
Only the finest makers of edged wea 
contracted to produce the 1933-pattern SS dagger, 
These included Boker & Co., Carl Eickhorn, Gottlieb 
Hammesfahr, Richard Herder, Jacobs & Co., Robert 
Klans, Ernst Pack & Sohne, and C. Bertram Reinhardt 
The earliest pieces from the 1933-35 period featured the 
maker's trademark on the blade, a dark blue-black ano- 
бугд steel scabbard, and nickelsilver fittings with the 
crossguard reverse stamped Г ‘IF, or IIT to denote th 
the dagger had passed inspection at the пи 
uniform-distribution center responsible for issu 


viz, Munich, Dresden or Berlin, respectively. Duris 
1936.07 


makers marks were п 
(eg. КАМ M7/66 for Eickhorn), 
began to be finished with black paint, and the stamped 
inspection numerals were discontinued as the RZM had 
by then entirely taken over the regulation of quality 
control, Finally, from 1938, nickelsilver gave way to 
cheaper plated steel for the mounts and aluminum for 
the grip eagle, Yet, despite the lowering standard 
materials used, a high-quality appearance 
maintained and the daggers we 


was withdrawn from pro 
duction for the duration of the war 

The SS dagger was suspended at an angle from a 
ngle leather strap until November 1984, when Himm- 
ler introduced а vertical hanger for wear with service 


e 


ss during crowd control, However, the vertical 
ngor, while more stable, was too reminiscent of the 
humble bayonet frog, and in 1996 the single strap was 
reintroduced for both the walking-out and servico uni 
forms, Thereafter, the vertical hanger was restricted to 
use on route marches and military exercises. 

А more ornate 88 dagger, to be worn only by officers 
“and by those ОМ Guard NCOs and other ranks who had 
joined the organization prior to 30 January 1933, was 
introduced by Himmler on 21 June 1986. Generally 
nown as the ch it wax very similar to th 
1903 pattern but was suspended by means of linked 
octagonal plates, ornately embossed with death's heads 
and SS runes, and featured a central seabbard mount 
decorated with swastikas. During the 1936-37 period 
those chains and fittings, which were designed by Karl 
Diebitsch, were made from nickel-silver. Later 
examples’ were in nickel-plated steel with slightly 

maller, less oval-shaped skulls, Chained daggers bore 
no makers’ marks and it is likely that only one firm, 
probably Carl Eickhorn, which featured the chained 
dagger in its salos catalog, was contracted to produc 
them. Each chained dagger had to be privately pur 
chased through SS headquarters. 

Tn the spring of 1940, SS.Obergruppenführer Fritz 
Weitzel suggested to Himmler that an army-type dag- 
er should be introduced for wear exclusively by officers 
of the Waffen-SS, who had performed so well in the 
opening stages of the war but were prevented by regula. 
tons from wearing the Allgemeine-SS dagger with 
their field-gray uniform. However, Himmler rejecte 
the idea out of hand. It was not until 15 February 1943, 
during the preparations for the SS assault on Kharkov 
that Waffen-SS officers were finally permitted to wear 
the chained dagger with their feld-gray walking-out 
dress. As a concession to their military status, they 
were also given the right to use an army-pattern porte- 


рее knot, tied about the grip and crossguard in a new 
and unique 88 style. Four months later, wear of the 
chained dagger and knot with field-geay uniform was 
extended to officers of the security police and SD, and 
thus the latter became the only branch of the Allge 
meine-3$ whose members were permitted to sport day 
per knots 

Production of the chained dagger had to be disconti 
nued at the end of 1943 because of material sh 
and its wear was subsequently forbidden for the dura 
tion of the war 

In addition to the standard 1933-pattern and 1936. 
pattern 88 daggers, several special presentation 
Variants were also produced, The first of these was the 
so-called Rohm SS Honor Dagger, 9900 of which were 
distributed in February 1934 Бу SA Stabschef Ernst 
Rohm to members of the SS Old Guard. It took the form 
of a basic 1933-pattern dagger with the addition of the 
dedication ‘In herzlicher Kameradschaft, Ernst Rohm’ 
¿ln heartfelt comradeship, Ernst Röhm’) etched on the 
reverse sido of the blade. Following the Night of the 
Long Knives, 200 similar daggers etched ‘In heralicher 
Kame ‘wore presented by the 
кес 'r to SS personnel who had participated in 
the bloody purge of the SA. A very ornate and expensive 
SS honor dagger, with oakleaf-decorated crossguards, 
Teather-co nd damascus steel blade 
was instituted by Himmler in 1936 for award to high: 
ranking officers in recognition of special achievement 
When one was presented to the NSDAP Treasurer 
Franz Xaver Schwarz, who was also an SS-Öberst 
Gruppenführer and second only to Himmler on the SS 
seniority list, he responded Бу secretly comm 
the Eickhorn firm to produce an even møre e 
example, with fittings and chain hanger in solid silver, 
which he then gave to the Reichsführer as a birthday 
present. 
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Swords 


During the 1933-36 era, SS 
inceremonial duties were permitted to wear a variety of 
privately-purchased army-pattern sabers, often with 
тег rather than regulation gilt fittings. In 1996, how 
ever, at the same time as the introduction of the chained 
dagger. a series of standardized swords in the classic 
straight-bladed ‘Degen’ style was created specifically 
for members of the SS and police, emphasizing the close 
relationship between the two organizations, There 
жеге minor differences between degen for officers and 
those for NCOs, while SS swords featured runes on the 
grip, and police examples the police eagle. Personnel 
attached to SS Reiterstandarten retained the tradi 
tional curved saber for use on horseback. 
ld readily purchase their swords, via 
m the SS administrative department in 
Berlin. The officer's sword, on the other hand, which 
was referred to as the Ehrendegen des Reichs/uhr. 
ere SS, or Reichsfuhrer's Sword of Honor, was given an 
elevated status and could not be worn automatically by 
every SS officer. It was bestowed by Himmler only upon 
selected Allgemeine-SS commanders and all graduates 


fficers and NCOs engaged 


of the Waffen-SS Junkerschulen at Bad Tolz and day presents. They were made to order by Ger 
Braunschweig. Each presentation of the Ehrendegen master swordsmith, Paul Muller, who was dire 
was accompanied by a citation in which the Reichs: the SS damascus school at Dachau. The Geburt 
führer instructed the recipient: 1 award you the SS degen featured hallmarked silver fittings and blades of 
sword, Never draw it without reason, orsheathe it with- the finest damascus steel with exquisitely raised and 
‘out honor! (Ich verleihe Ihnen den Degen der SS. Zie- gilded personal dedications from Himmler. The sword 
hen Sie ihn ni chen Sie ihn niemals given to von Ribbentrop on his birthday in 1999, for 
er, despite Himmler's dramatic example, bore the golden legend ‘Meinem lieben Jo 

sword never became a cult weapon to chim von Ribbentrop zum 30429 = Н. Himmler, 

evered SS dagger. Manufacture Reichsführer-S$ (To my dear friend Joachim von Rib- 
1941 for the duration of the war, bentrop on 30 April 1939 - H. Himmler, Reichsführer. 
Isioned after that date frequently 58) set between two swastikas. Hitler received a 
reverted to the old practice of carrying army sabers. lar weapon, the blade inscription of which read, In good 
'Stll more exclusive were the so-called Geburtstags: times and bad, we will always remain steadfast 
degen or birthday swords, given by Himmler to SS thereby extolling the virtues and loyalty of the 85, and 
generals and other leading Nazi personalities as birth- binding its member directly to him. 


seer ton y те 
жалалар ы 
Theos wach Petr нэг 


ко Pote O кесе wih SS 


The SS Death's Head Ring 


Опе of the most obscure yet most potent ofall 8 
form accouterments was the Totenkopfring der SS, ог 
SS Death's Head Ring, instituted by Himmler on 10 
April 1934. The Totenkopfring was not classed as a 
national decoration as it was in the gift of the Reichs- 
führer. However, it ranked as a senior award within the 
SS brotherhood, recognizing the wearer's personal 
achievement, devotion to duty, and loyalty to the 
Fuhrer and his ideals. 

The concept and runic form of the ring was undoubt- 
edly adopted by Himmler from pagan German mythol 
ogy, which related how Thor possessed a pure silver 
ring on which people could take oaths (much as Chris- 
Gans swear on the Bible), and how binding treaties 
were carved in runes on Wotan's spear. The Death's 
Head Ring comprised a massive band of oakleaves 
deeply embossed with a Totenkopf and a number of 
symbolic runes. Each piece was cast and hand-finished 
by specially commissioned jewelers working for the 
firm of Otto Gahr in Munich, and was finely engraved 
inside the band with the letters S.1b (the abbreviati 
for Seinern lieben’ or, roughly, To Dear’ followed by 
the recipient's surname, the date of presentation and а 
facsimile of Himmler’ signature. 

Initially, the weighty silver ring was reserved 
primarily for those Old Guard veterans with SS mem 
bership numbers below 5000 but qualifications for the 
award were gradually extended until, by 1939, vir- 
tually all officers with over three years service were eli- 
gible. Award of the ring could be postponed if the pros- 
pective holder had been punished for contravention of 
the SS discipline code. Each ring was presented with a 
citation which read: 


1 award you the SS Death's Head Ring. The ring symbolizes 
Sur loyalty to the Führer, our steadfast obedience and our 
] and comradeship. The Death's Head reminds us 
that we should be ready at any time to lay down our lives for 
the goad of the Germanie people. The runes diametrically 
‘opposite the Death's Head are symbols from our past of the 
тиу which we will restore through National Socialis 
two Sig Runes stand forthe name of our SS, The swas- 
tika and the Hagall-Rune represent our unshakable faith in 
the ultimate victory of our philosophy. The ring 1s wreathed 
in cak. the traditional German leal. The Death's Head Ring 
‘cannot be bought or sold and must never fall into the hands of 
‘hose not entitled to wear it. When you leave the S 
you die, the ring mast be returned to the Re 
‘The unauthorized acquisition of duplicate of the ring is for 
bidden and punishable by law. Wear the ring with honor! 
H. HIMMLER 


‘The ring, which wasto be worn only on the ring finger 
of the left hand, was bestowed on set SS promotion 
dates All awards were recorded in the Dienstalter 

liste, or Officers’ Seniority List, and the personnel files 
of the holders. АЙ ring-holders who were demoted, sus- 
pended or dismissed from the SS, or who resigned or re- 
tired, had to return their rings and citations to the SS 
Perscnalhauptamt. Those later accepted back into the 
organization would again qualify for the ring. When а 
serving ring holder died, his relatives could retain his 
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citation as a keepsake, but had to ret 
SS Personalhauptamt which arranged for its pre 
vation in Himmler's castle at Wewelsbur in perma- 
nent commemoration of the holder, Similarly, if a ring, 

uhting with the Wehrmacht or Waffen-SS was 
killed in action, his ring had to be retrieved from the 
body by members of his unit and returned by the unit 
commander to the SS Personalhauptamt for preser 
vation, In effect, the returned rings of dead SS men con. 
stituted military memorials and were cared for as such 
at Wewelaburg’s ever-growing Schrein des Inhabers des 
Totenkopfringes or Shrine to Holders of the Death's 
Head Ring 


n his ring to th 


Тһе Death's Head Ring became so sought 
honor that many 88 апа police men not entit 
it had a variety of unofficial ‘skull rings’ produced in 
gold and silver by local jewelers and even concentra 
tion-camp inmates. However, these lacked any runic 
symbolism and were rather vulgar representations of 
the real thing. 

Ол 17 October 1944, the Reichsführer-SS cane 
further manufacture and presentation of the Toten 
kopfring for the duration of the war. In the spring of 
1945, on Himmler’sorders, all the rings which had been 
kept in the shrine were blast-sealed into a mountai 

Wewelsburg, to prevent their capture by the 
To this day, they have never been found. 


a 


Between 1934 and 1944, around 14,500 rings were 
awarded, As at 1 January 1945, according to official SS 
istics, 64 per cont of these had been returned on the 
holders (i.e. those rings to be buried at 


Wewelsburg), 10 
field, and 26 per c 


mt had been lost on the battle 
nt were either still in the possession 


of ring holders or otherwise unaccounted (ог. That 
would mean that, in theory, about 3500 rings might 
been in circulation at the end of the war. The 


history of the SS Death's Head Ring indicates the grav 
ity with which the 88 treated their regalia 


Flags and Banners 


From July 1926, the 88 had the distinction of Кеери 
the most revered lag in the Third Reich, the Blutfahne 
ог Blood Banner, which had been carried atthe head of 
ан ОМ Guard during the Munich Putsch whe 
‘were fired upon by the police, It was spattered with 
ncounter and was 

holy relic, SS 
inger of the Munich 88 detachment. 
n of the World War 1 Gallipoli Campaign and 


АГ 


Ийин) a 
N 


222 


Erwache' (Germany Awake’) was embroidered in bul- 


ын 
swastika оп a white circle. The motto ‚Deutschland standard pole. In place of the name box, these cavalty 


a black patch, 


y Fahnensy 


standards feature 
the flag cloth, bearing сто 
signation in silver, 

ach SS Sturmbann was repre 
nfahne or batt which £ 
ground with a large black mobile 
circular field, with black and sil 
In the upper left corner, or canton, a black Fahnens 
piegel was embroidered in silver thread with the 
Sturmbann and Standarte numbers in Roman and 
Arabic numerals respectively. The majority of these SS 
flags were made by the firm of Fahnen-Hoffmann, 
Berlin 


bya 


бит га red 


SS standard-bearers initially wore a heart-shaped 
SA-style metal gorget or Kornet, dating from 1929, 
upon which was affixed a gilded eight-pointed sunburst 
surmounted by a facsimile of the centerpiece of the SA 
belt buckle, In 1938, a new and unique SS-pattern 
standard-bearer’s gorget appeared, Gr 
and featuring a large eagle and swastika and 


доп chain decorated with runes and death's heads, 


fiag-bearers also wore a massive bandolier in black, 
with silver brocade edging 

Command flags, or Kommandoflaggen, in the shay 
of rigid pennants on flag poles, were carried as unit 
markers at large parades or, in smaller versions, were 
flown from the fenders of staff cars and other official 
vehicles. They were square, rectangular or triangul 


in form depending upon designation, and were made of 
black-and-white waterproof eloth with rustproof silver 
thread. Command flags were usually covered in a trans 
parent Celluloid casing during inclement weather. 
Each SS headquarters was required to keep on hand one 
official vehicle flag and one command pennant for the 
ruse in the event ofa fying visit by 

gen included those for 
5 Oberabschnitte 
aders of Standarten, 
ores and Inspecto. 


ds of the SS Haupt 
hnitte commanders, the | 
andarten, Sturmbanne, 


AAA 
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When Hitler assumed the Chancellorship, he felt that 
uld not entirely rely on the traditio 
guards appointed by the State to protect him. Con- 
sequently, he quickly issued instructions for the 

tion of a new кке sole fü 
tion would be to escort him at all times, whether in 
Berlin or on his official journeys throughout Germany 
At the Party Day Rally in September 1933, the detach: 
ment was officially named the Leibstandarte-SS "Adolf 
Hitler or LAH, which may best be translated as the 
'Adolf Hitler Life Guards, invoking memories of the 
Bavarian royal bodyguard regiments. Under Sepp 
Dietrich, the Leibstandarte came to be in exclusive pro- 
minence around Hitler, Ня men serving not only as his 
guards but also as his adjutants, drivers, servants and 
At the same time as the infant Leibstandarte wax 
nurtured, other small groups of armed SS men 
ır Germany to be at the disposal of 
As a general rule, each SS Abschnitt 

itsown Kasernierte Hund of 100 oF 
racked troops, and several of these were amalga- 
е company. or even batta 


АЛАХ 
sult of which they wor 

new force 

SS.VT, ши 

Meanwhile, a third armed SS formation known as the 

Wachverbände had been created specifically for the pur- 

pose of guarding the growin 


mation grow to incorporate five battalions which in 
March 1936 were named the SS-Totenkopfverbände or 
TV (88 Death's Head Unit 
r patches. That same month, the L 
darte played а leading role in Hitler's first move out 
it provided the advance guard in the 
of the Rhineland 


SN 


Only then could مب‎ comerte ir 


of the armed 
for its future role 


authority nec 


ndarte, ‘Deutschland’, ‘Germania’ and 
participated actively in 

e end of 1939, the term 

when теб 

armed SS formations, which Haus 


beyond до 
with six of their number winning the coveted Knights 


Cro 


in western Europe opened up a 
4 foreigners whom the Wehr 
conscript. They were ге 

named Wiking 


40. In April 1941 
latter having been 
jon ‘Reich’, raced through 


proof of 
July, the 
‘armored 


e position on the 
deterioration when th 


e launched 
of the year. 


The Wiking division was trapped in 
казу pocket ina scene reminiscent of Stalingrad, while srv A pounded member me 
the Leibstandarte and elements of ‘Das Reich were en- ‘open Den mera 
circled at Kamenets Podolsky and had to be rescued by Tae au, Аа ae 
Wand "Frundsberg. Worn down and ес o CTO 


In the spring o 
sent westwards and re 
pected Anglo-Ameri 
Leibstandarte, ‘Dax Reich’, "Hohenstauf 
and the recently mustered ‘Hitlerju 
ota von Berlichingen di 


“Throughout July.the Tamil Taro si 
Frunds: 


once өлен кө 
Kees 


st and ripped the 
apart, Wiking’ and Totenkopf repulsed the даж The topov tata нот 
ack on Warsaw during August, while in the penance ol do mas ов, 
Balkans the backbone of the German defense w da soda tr og 
vided Бу ‘Prin п, ‘Handschar’ and oti Kette 


liy second-grade SS formations which had ЕЙ 
from their usual anti-partisa 


mmm 


on. In September the British айо 
hem was defeated by ‘Hohenstaufen’ and "Frundsberg 
This victory, and the general slowing down of the Allied 
advance across France, persuaded Hitler to launch a 
major offensive through the Ardennes, spearheaded hy 
Diotrich’s Sixth SS-Panzer Army, in an attempt to ro 
peat the successen of 1940, However, the hilly and 
Wooded terrain naturally favored defensive action and 
the G advance ground to а halt, With a virtual 
sal the wont, Hitler pulled his SS divisions out 
and sent them eastwards, whore the 
more became desperate 
At the beginning of 1945, the 
Poland, Even ко, Hit ncern was to 
uous ho nintained 
elds. The SS cavalry divisions ‘Florian 
he девей in Budapest 
Wiking’ failed in e 
nt of Sixth SS-Panzer Arn 
inforced by the ‘Reichsführer-S$ division was th 
and it came to nothing. The failure of the М 
SS in Hungary had a devastating effect on Hi 
who had come to expect the impossible from them, and, 
he openly accused Dietrich and his subordinates of 
betrayal, Nevertheless, SS troops carried on fighting as 
loyally as ever as they slowly retreated into Germany” 
bowed under the weight of superior Allied numbers and 
equipment. During the last week іп April, a battle 
group of hard-core Waffen-SS engaged in a life and 
death struggle to defend the Führerbunker. By that 
time, most SS units had accepted the reality of the 
situation and were pushing westwards to surrender to 
the British and Americans 
Te is estimated that some 180,000 Waffen-SS soldiers 
were killed in action during World War II, with about 
400,000 wounded and a further 70,000 listed “missing? 


ne landing at Arn 


them. The deploym 


teen. гур? 
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particularly Italian items taken after the Гай of Musso. 
Tin, Older veterans tended to retain their 


ц 


1918-model ex-army steel helmets, hand-painted or 


sprayed black, for wear when hese chen’ or ‘seratcher 
Stahlhelme, which did not insignia at these black cloth с 


for the supply of new SS helmets to re 
ide 


‘angular in shape and had an improved 
on marks diesstamped 

оп the left side 

right, The RZM helmet w 
ly to parade and guard duty 
and was not widely distributed. On 23 February the 
ne year, special insignia was introduced for wear on 
1 helmet, hand-painted at first and then in 
uthorized to use 
by black 
the hel 
national 
n the left 
х in the 
58-07, wore white-bordered black runes within a white 
double circle on the right side of the Stahlhelm, and a 
Wwhite-bordered black swastika on the left side, That 
December, SS helmeta be inted in 
антау, a утау for 
maneuvers, and an other-ranks' feld сар in an identical 
color was introduced to replace the ‘Kratzchen’. The 
1934-pattern сар was again intended for drill use only 


decal form. The Leibstandarte was 

white SS rune 

SS runes on a silver shield 

met, and an army-pattern 
black, white and red i 


issued with a machine 
dered version of the 1929-pattern eagle on the 
е and a plain white metal button to the front 


ь 


SS САША 


Soon alter its introduction, however, the plain button 
was changed to one featuring an embossed 1934-pattern 
SS death's head, 

In March 1935, troops of the S8-Wachverblin 
authorized to wear a lange silver-painted Prus 
Totenkopf on the left side of the steel helmet, to 
tinguish them from the Leibstandarte and 88-ҮТ, Th 
insignia was short-lived though, for on 

of standardized helme 
for all 88 uni 
black SS runes or 9 be right 
side of the helmet, and a red shield bearing a white disk 
Containing a black swastika to be worn on the left side. 
The original order dec were to be 
inted on, but it was soon an 
lable in decal form. They were d to all SS 
S ır the NSDAP rally mber 
Towards the end of the year, an earth: of 
the black 88 peaked cap was introduced for officers of 
the Leibstandarte and SS-VT, to be worn on all occa- 
sions when a steel helmet was not required. The new 
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Schirmmutze coincided with distribution of the new. 
lighter-model army steel helmet, with shallow neck 
guard, less protruding visor and simplified ventilation 
holes, Nevertheless, the old traditional 1916/18 model 
still continued to be worn for some considerable time, 
particularly by officers 

‘On 31 March 1936, the other-ranks' field cap began to 
be manufactured in а black version for wear with the 
black service uniform when walking out, and in earth 
brown for SS-TV personnel on duty within concentra 
tion camps. Insignia remained the same, although the 
embroidered 1929-pattern eagle was replaced by the 
distinctive SS type later in the year. In 1937 there was a 
general distribution ofa new field-gray combat uniform 
to all branches of the armed SS, with consequent 
changes in headgear. The earth-gray and earth-brown 
Schiffchen were replaced by a ubiquitous feld-gray ve 
sion, and the office's peaked cap also began to be made 
with a field-gray top. 

‘On 25 February 1938, a new field cap was ereated for 
NCOs. It was similar in appearance to the Schirm 
mütze, with a feld-gray top, black cloth band and white 
piping, but the peak was made from the same cloth a 
the top of the сар and there was no chinstrap or stif. 
fener. It could be folded for storage in the breadbag or 
rucksack, hence its nickname ‘the crusher. Many 
NCOs who later became officers continued to wear this 
popular cap throughout the war, and some individuals 


alors to make variants of it with leather 
peaks, velvet bands and silk lin 

In 1939, а less elaborate ve 
peaked сар was authorized for wear by NCOs in the 
Vicinity of their ks, It was only after the black 

m had ceased to be worn as walking-out dres 
that other ranks were issued with, or allowed to pur 
chase, the field-gray peaked сар for walking out, That 
June, officers were permitted to buy a non-regulation 
White-topped Schirmmutze for wear with the new sum: 
mer uniform. 

The outbreak of war in September 1989 witnessed the 
first use by some rear-echelon 88 units of the so-called 
Bdelstahthelm, which was manufactured from a thin- 
көшке steel and had previously been issued only to 
police and fire fighters. Soon afterwards, following 
army practice, un inverted chevron or soutache of 
braided piping in the appropriate branch of service 
color began to be worn on the front of the other ranks’ 
field cap, above the death's head button which was 
thereafter painted field-gray. Armed SS officers still 

no regulation field cap of their own, and during the 
few months of the war many of them purchased the 

iode] army officer's forage cap and replaced 
covered the national cockade with either a metal SS 
death's head or а small silver one removed from an 
army panzer collar patch, This obvious shortcoming in 
SS headgear was remedied in December 1939, however, 


on of the fleld-gray 


when a new field сар was authorized specifically for 
Waffen-SS officers. It was again boat-shaped, but did 
not have a scalloped front, and the side panels we 
gently sloping in the style of the Luftwaffe Flieger 
шиге. The top of the flap was piped in aluminum cord 
and insignia consisted of the SS eagle and Totenkopf 
machine-woven in aluminum wire on а black ground. A 
Watt 


swastika decal was ordered removed from SS steel hel- 
mets for the duration of the war, for camouflage 
reasons. That October, the other ranks" 1994-pattern 
field сар was replaced by а new style Schiffchen identi 
cal in сш to the officer's version, It became known as the 
Feldmutze neuer Art or "newmodel field сар, and 
featured a machine-woven eagle and death's head on 
the front of the cap instead of the death's head button 
and side eagle. December saw the issue of a Bergmüte 
or mountain cap to the fledgling Waffen-SS alpine 

In February 1941, the manufacture and retailing of 
SS peaked caps was freed from RZM control. From then 
‘on, the Schirmmütze could be made to individual order 


by private hatters. A variety of makers’ labels could 
subsequently be found inside SS peaked caps, and these 
were not restricted to German firms, A custom-made 
'erusher' сар in the author's collection, for example 
which was produced for a Leibstandarte ое 
stationed in Italy in 1943, bears the trademark Succes. 
Milano/Roma/Toreno/Modena’, As a result 
jer-inereasing difficulty in obtaining SS caps 
and insignia at the front line, many officers purchased 
army or police caps and replaced the badges with their 
In March 1941, the 1916, 1918 and RZM model steel 
helmets, and any old stocks of earth-gray cloth head: 
‘still in use, were ordered tobe withdrawn from ser 
Vice. The following winter saw the first widespread use 
offur caps, particularly captured Russian Ushankas, by 
the Waffen-SS, An almost indescribable range of off 
cial, semi-official and unofficial winter caps quickly de: 
veloped, and the insignia utilized was entirely depen: 
dent upon what was available at the time, Metal 
Schirmmütze badges, cloth Feldmütze insignia, sleeve 
eagles and even death's heads cut from SS-Toter 
Division collar patches have been observed in photo 
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graphs. On 1 August 1942, the smooth inward crimping 
fof the steel helmet rim was abandoned for economic 
reasons, giving the model 1942 helmet a sharp sil- 
houette: The next month, the soutache was dropped and 
no longer featured on the Sehiffehen, 

Ву 1943, practical experience at the front had shown. 
the Schiflchen to be almost useless in comparison to the 
Bergmitze, On 1 October, therefore, a new field cap was 
introduced to replace ай its predecessors, Known asthe 
Einheitsfeldmutze, or standard field сар, it was very 
similar to the mountain cap, but had a longer peak and 

ır crown. Later versions featured only one fiber or 
e button at the front instead of two metal ones, In 
min was officially a woven death's head to the front 
and a woven eagle to the left side, but Schirmmütze 
badges were frequently used, and the eagle often 
appeared on the front, Later in the year, a one-piece tri 
angular ‘economy’ insignia showing both the SS engl 
and the Totenkopf was authorized, but it war not widely 
manufactured or distributed, On 1 November 1943 the 
88 runes helmet decal was discontinued for the dura 
tion of the war. The fer, or Tarbusch, was also intro- 
duced during 1943, for wear instead of the field cap by 


members of Moslem SS units, The fez was made for 
heavy fleld-gray felt, with a dark-green silken tassel 
“and standard woven insignia, A version in maroon was 


metimes sported by officers when walking out or 
parade, but may have been unofficial, Albanian Mos 
lems had their own conical fez 

In 1944, Italian SS formations made widespread use 
of former italian Army field caps, peaked caps and steel 
helmets, with the addition of appropriate insignia, and 
in 1945 some Indian volunteers transferred from the 
Wehrmacht wore turbans with Waffen-SS uniform 
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Field Tunics 


Members of the first 
pattern black service uniform on all occasions, It was 
lentical to the outfit issued to the Allgemeine-SS, but 
while it was impressive when worn on parade or when 
ing out, it proved totally impractical for use in the 

field, or when performing general barrack duties, In 
order to protect the black uniform in such circum: 
stances, tunics and trousers manufactured from a light 
weight ¡ray=white cotton drill were produced in the 
Summer of 1933. Officers and NCOs subsequently wore 
a drill jacket which was cut very much like the black 
tunic, although sometimes with concealed buttons, and 
‘on which collar patches and a shoulder strap were worn. 
Other ranks had a less attractive, shapeless, badge 
tunic with a standing collar 

At the beginning of 1995 a new earth-gray uniform, 
identical in style to the black service өшін, began o 
distributed to soldiers of the Leibstandarte and SS- V" 
listed men's tunica had five buttons down the front 
stead of four, and could be worn closed at the neck. 
Since the standard SS armband with its bright 
was clearly unsuitable for field use, it was replaced on 
the left arm of the earth-gray tunie by an eagle and 
swastika. In March 1936, an earth-brown version of the 
uniform was produced for everyday work wear by SS- 
Totenkopfverbände personnel on duty within the con. 
fines of concentration camps. In 1997, the earth-gray 
and earth-brown uniforms were replaced by а now 
Standardized field-gray SS uniform. Tt was based on 
that of the army, but the jacket retained the typically 
SS features of slanting slash side pockets and a black 
silver piped collar which was the same color as the rest 
of the tunic. The following year, the Leibstandarte 
began to be issued with army tunics, distinguished by 
their unpiped dark-green collars and pleated pateh side 
pockets, for wear during training, 
‘AL the end of 1939, the sudden f 
‘Totenkopf-Division and the Polis 


uation of the 85. 
Divisi 


tated the widespread and general use of standard a 

nies since there were insufficient quantities of 
style held-gray uniform, Because asie dif- 
inces in cut between the two patterns, and Himm: 
ler's desire for uniformity of dress, various contradic 
tory orders were issued during the winter of 1939-40, 
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officers as 
у should be 
‘and ко on. These 


buttoned or unbuttoned at the neck 
ders were generally ignored by ай concerned, and the 


dress worn simultaneously 
In May 1940 army tun. 
jes began to make their inevitable appearance in the 
ranks of the SS-Vorfugungedivision, and they soon be 
came universal throughout the Waffen-SS, During the 
‘course of 1940, their dark-green collars were phased out 
in favor of field-gray ones, and that August the black: 
silver collar piping was discontinued. From 1942, 
purely for reasons of economy, patch pockets were made 
Without pleats and in 1943 the lower edges ofthe pocket 
Maps were straightened. The wool content of the 
model-1943 tunic was also drastically reduced, which 


was a fai 


resulted in р lation and а low tensi 
strength, On 44 an entirely new style 
field tunic based on the British Army batt ledress blou 
was introduced for wear by all German ground combat 


Units, including members of auxiliary formations such 
as the RAD and NSKK. A universal color called ‘Feld 
rau АС, which was more slate-gray than field-gray 


Was devised for the new outfit in an effort to standardize 
the various military and paramilitary uniform colors 
hitherto seen on the battlefield, However, in reality 
many different shades of it emerged. The 1944 field uni- 
was very unpopular, and was not issued in suffi 
antities to change the appearance of the Waf, 
fen-SS radically 
The uniform regulations for Waffen-SS officers dif 
fered somewhat from those for other ranks. Until 1939 


officers in the Leibstandarte and SS-VT had only one 
field-gray tunic, the Rock’, which was identical in cut to 
the black SS service tunic and was always worn open 

the neck with a brown shirt and black tie. At the begin- 
hing of the war, some SS officers avoided the expense 

having to buy a field blouse for combat wear by hav 
their existing tunics converted, with the additi 

stand-and-fall collars which could be closed at the neck 
Others had dark-green open-necked collars fitted, even 
though that was expressly forbidden. A number of simi- 
lar stop-gap measures were taken until the 


e 


general order in December 1939, which stipulated that 
officers’ field tunics were henceforth to be identical in 
style to those of other ranks. Throughout the remainder 
of the war, Waffen-SS officers generally wore either 


privately-tailored field blouses like those oftheir 
colleagues, or be ve tunics purchased from th 
unit stores. White, produced 


although these were officially prohibited in June 1940, 
and the olive-green waterproof cotton duck from cap. 
tured Soviet groundsheets was often made up into light 
weight unlined feld tunics for hot weather use 


While most Waffen-SS units were issued with one or 
more of these uniforms, depending upon the date of for 
mation, the Italian SS alone, was not. At the end of 
1943, SS-Obergruppenführer Karl Wolff, the Chief of 
the Hauptamt Persönlicher Stab RISS and Supreme SS 
and Police Commander in Italy, successfully bargained 


With the army's Quartermaster.General for the supply 
(of 100,000 captured Italian Army uniforms for wear by 
his SS and police anti-partisan forces. Many of these 
items were subsequently used to kit out the 24th and 
20th Waffen-SS divisions, whose members duly sported 
a hodgepodge of Italian garb in gray-green, colonial 
khaki and Mediterranean camouflage, with their own 
alam ES feign, 


Camouflage Clothing 


‘The creation of standardized camouflage clathi 
the most significant contribution of the Waffen-SS to 
the history of military-uniform development, 

profound effect on the a 


ngineeri 


sign of camouflage доћи 
8 troops. His pro 
‘thahnen) and 
4 by the SS-Sta 
vers the following December 
ated that they would reduce 
ies by 15 percent, In June 1988, patents in 
these items were granted to the Reichs. 
fuhrer-SS, so that they could not be copied by the army. 
By January 1939 despite great difficulties in obtaining 
sufficient quantities of waterproof cotton duck, and the 
that printing had to be hand: 
‘and 6800 helmet covers had 


clothing was not widely worn during the 
Polish campaign, but even so the revolutionary 88 Zelt 
bahnen and helmet covers earned high praise from 
Generalmajor Kempf, who sent samples of them to the 
Army High Command in Berlin for evaluation. By June 
1940 hand-printing had been superseded by a much 


T 


Мейе mít vollendetem 


jimere ober längere Dienfseitosepfichtung 
a ек" 


their production had o 


Тһе steol:helmet cover was produced from segment 
of Zeltbahn material, and consequently occasionally 
featured the identifying printed pattern number. It w 
designed to conform to the shape of the model-1935 
Stahlhelm and was attached by means of three spring- 
loaded blackened steel clips held on by bare aluminum 


rivets, one at each side and one at the rear. Covers made 
from 1942 onwards had loops sewn on to hold folia; 
The camouflage smock was a reversible pullover gar 


ment gathered at the neck by means of an adjustable 
cord and at th “and waist by elastic It had no co 
lar and th pockets, only two vert 
cal openings at the front which gave the wearer access 
to his tunic underneath. During the war, various modi 


fications were made to it including the adoption of a 
longer ‘skirt, foliage loops sewn in threes to the 
shoulders and upper sleeves, and the addition of two 
side pockets with buttoned flaps. However, ай «тос 


conformed to the standard manufacturing proc 
being cut out from a long strip of Zeltbahn material 
with a central hole for fitting over the head. They were 
sewn only up the sides, never across the shoulders. Pro- 
duction ceased in January 1944, although smocks con: 
tinued to be worn widely until the end of the war. 

Оп 15 April 1942 a camouflage face mask, which had 
Initially been rejected by Hausser during prewar trials, 
was issued for use in conjunction with the helmet cover. 


and smock. It comprised а se rings fitted to an 
elasticated strap and hung like a curtain over the fae 
‘The mask was very effective when used in bushy ter 


rain and was much prized by snipers. The following 
June, а camouflage field cap, again made from water 
proof Zelthahn material, was introduced. It w! 


Tike the Bergmatze and was generally unlined and re 
versible, From December 1942, special insignia woven 
in green and brown artificial silk were produced for 
wear on the сар, but were not widely adopted. 

‘On 1 March 1944 a camouflage version of the drill uni 
form was introduced for both held and working dress. It 
comprised a tunic and trousers in the same cut as the 
model-1943 field uniform, but made from lightweight 
unlined herringbone twill with a standardized spotted 
өг ‘pea’ pattern camouflage printed on one side only. It 
could be worn on its 
a standard 
signed to replace the more expensive smock and, ulti- 
mately, the normal field and drill uniforms. Only the 
eagle and swastika and special rank badges were in 
tended to be worn on the left sleeve of the tunic, but 
shoulder straps and other insignia were also occasion 
ally seen. Between 1 November 1944 and 15 March 1945, 
distribution of the camouflage drill uniform was өше 
pended because of its intolerable losses during the 
winter months. In effect, it was never reissued. 


E SS REGALA 


Panzer Uniforms 


SS.VT armored troops rec 
black panzer uniform in 1938. Ita special headgear took 
the form ofa борру black woolen beret, or Basken iter 
fitted over an internal crash helmet, the Schutzmutz 
which comprised a heavily-padded İiner. A large em 
broidered SS eagle and a uniquely designed Totenkopf 
not unlike the army's panzer death's head but with а 
Tower jaw in the SS style, were sewn to the front of the 
beret, The Baskenmütze was discontinued in 1940 after 
proving impractical in combat. It was replaced by a 
black version of the Schiffehen field cap, which in turn 
was superseded by a black Einheitsfeldmütze in 
October 1943. The SS tank tunic, or Panzerjacke, w 
short, double-breasted black jacket fastened with con 
ealed buttons, It differed from its army counterpart in 
that the front was cut vertically instead of being 
slanted, the lapels were smaller, and there was по 
central seam down the back, The collar of the jacket was 
piped in silver for officers but was unpiped for other 
ranks, 


ived their version of the 


Inthespringof1941, a field-gray version ofthe panzer 
uniform was issued to members of the Leibstandarte 
Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung, By August 1942 this outfit 
had been distribute т assault-gun units, and 
four months Inter its wear was extended to all Waf. 
fen.SS anti-tank formations. A lightweight panzer uni- 
form in reed-green denim drill material was issued t 
crews of tanks and armored cars to be worn as a work o 
summer outfit, I was instantly popular and remaine 
o throughout the war. There were minor modification 
made at various stages, such as the addition of large 
patch pockets with flaps to the left front of the jacket 
and left thigh of the trousers 

On 15 January 1943, panzer crews received a one 
piece combination work uniform made of camouflage 
Waterproof cotton duck, identical to aterial used 
In the manufacture of the smock and Zeltbahn. These 
coveralls were usually worn without insignia although 
shoulder straps were occasionally sported. At the same 
time a winter combination made from two thicknesse 
of eloth, white on one side and field-gray on the other, 
‘was introduced and was widely worn during the battle 
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of Kharkov. These 
very popular, simply becau 
in and out of them. That f 
the red-green denim 
waterproof cotton duck 
in January 1944 to di 
bination and produce instead a lightweight version of 
the panzer uniform in camouflage herringbone twill. It 
duly appeared two months later, at the same time as the 
camouflage drill uniform introduced for all other Wat 
VER unite, and it was in the same st 
spotted ‘pea’ pattern, unlined and printed 
ly. The camouflage panzer uniform saw wide 
service, particularly on the western front. On 1 Novem 
ber distribution ceased for the duration of the winter 
and the camouflage outfit was never reissued 
While the clothing of Waffen-SS armored personnel 
mained fairly standard, there was one tin 
tive at divisional level which drastically the 
appearance of many panzer crews participating in the 
Normandy Campaign, During the autumn of 1943, the 
Leibstandarte had been involved in disarming capit 
ulated Italian armed forces and fighting partisans in 
northern Italy. In the process, the division had con. 
fiseated huge quantities of abandoned Italian uniforms, 
among which were large numbers of German U 
Teather jackets and trousers, originally sold by Hitler 
Musolinis navy, and vast stocks of Italian Army 
camouflage material. The latter was quickly used to 
produce caps, tunics and coveralls in the German style 
which were distributed to soldiers of the Leibstandarte 


binations were never 
‘of the difficulty o 


dardızed 


and Hitlerjugend’ in France, The U-Boat clothing went 
almost exclusively to the young tank crews of Hitler 
jugend‘, and р them against seriou 
burns 


Paratroop Uniforms 


SS-Fallschirmjäger-Bataillon 500 was formed at the 
943, in the wake of Otto Skorzeny's much 
vaunted liberation of the deposed Mussolini that бер. 
ber, which had relied heavily on Luftwaffe para. 
troop support. Contrary to widespread belief, the SS 
paratroop battalion was not a penal unit but was com 
posed entirely of volunteers. Its first major action took 
place in May 1944, and involved the battalion being 
dropped by glider right on top of Marshal Tito's vast 
partisan-headquarters complex in the mountains near 
Drvar, Yugoslavia. In the fighting which ensued, the 
unit was almost wiped out. The survivors were re 
formed as SS-Fallschirmjäger-Bataillon 600, under 
Skorzeny's command, and trained for а drop on 
Budapest to capture the son of the recalcitrant Hunga 
ian leader, Admiral Horthy. Some 88 paratroopers 
ved in the Ardennes Offensive, and the 
remainder fought as infantry on the eastern front. It i 
Safe to say that the SS paras were always thrown i 
the worst hot-spots, and the battalion was thought of as 
something of a suicide squad’ 
Of all the branches of the Waffen-SS, least is known 
about the clothing and equipment ofthe parachutists. It 
appears that the Luftwaffe assumed responsibility not 
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only for the training and transportation by air ofthe 8 
paras, but also for supplying them with specialist dr 
and equipment. When Skorzeny and his small joint SS 
and Luftwaffe commando force rescued Mussolini from 
his imprisonment at Gran Sasso, they all wore regula 
tion air-force tropical clothing with full Luftwaffe in 

tory rally held in the Berlin Sports 
ards, however, the SS men reverted 
to their normal feld-gray uniforms, 

The members of SS-Fallachirmjager-Bataillone 500 
and 600 wore 1940-pattern SS Schiffchen field caps, SS 
belt buckles and standard Waffen-SS field-gray tunics 
with the insignia of their previous units, since there 
were no specialist SS paratroop badges, The Luftwaffe 
supplied all their protective clothing, which comprised: 
the normal paratroop steel helmet, with or without 
Luftwaffe decal and splinter'-pattern cover, the plin- 
ter'-pattern camouflage paratroop jump smock, with 
without Luftwaffe breast eagle; blue-gray or field-gray 
paratroop trousers; canvas gaiters; and ankle boots. 
One surviving photograph shows two German para- 
troopers wearing standard Dee camouflage 
smocks, but these are thought to be Luftwaffe Fall 
schirmibger personnel in Italy, who would have had the 

portunity of obtaining SS mocks from the Hermann 
Goring’ panzer division, which was kitted out with 
thom. Another unique picture illustrates an SS pa 
trooper apparently wearing the “pea':pattern camow- 
age drill tunic and trousers while fulfilling an infantry 
role on the eastern front near the end of the war 

During recent years, several references have been 
made to а batch of paratroop jump smocks manufac 
tured from 88 “pea'-pattern camouflage drill material 
with the SS eagle stitched to the right breast, These 
appeared in the USA during the early 19808 with the 
tory that they had been found by American tro 
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occupying the SS clothing depot at Dachau in April 
1945. While such tales cannot be disproved, there must 
be grave doubts as to the authenticity of these items 
For one thing, many are date-stamped "1947, a year 
early for ‘pea pattern camouflage. Some stocks of pea 
pattern material survived the war, and it is now being 
Feprinted for the battle re-enactment fraternity. so th 
postwar creation of SS par 

been difficult, a point reinforced by the sudden appear 
ance of a pair of never-before-heard-of SS paratroop 

ouflage trousers in France in 1990. No warti 

references to, or photographs of, the SS paratroop 
smock exist. The so-called ‘SS-Fallschirmjager’ cuff 
Че is most certainly а postwar fantasy piece. No SS 
para cuff title was approved during the Third Reich 
and the few titles worn by some SS paratroops wer 
those of their former units. 


Tropical Clothing 


While Waffen-SS t in North Af 
few units, primarily the Leibstandarte, Wiking’. Pri 
Eugen’ and 'Reichsführer-SS' saw action in the Bal 
kans, southern Russia and Italy, w 
summer conditions made the wearing of conventional 
uniform items very uncomfortable. However, th 
mand for hot-weather clothing was usually localized 
and temporary, so the development of a tropical uni- 
form for the Waffen-SS was gradual and on something 
ofan ad hoe basi 

The first requirement for tropical clothing was voiced 
in April 1941, during the hastily organized invasion of 
Greece. Some members of the Leibstandarte took to 
wearing the basic SS sports kit, comprising undershirt 
and shorts, when not engaged іп combat, while other 
went bare-chested. A short-term partial solution wa 

Tropen 
helme, but these were unpopular and м worn in 
any great numbers. When sported by the SS, they be 
по insignia. A number of original pith helmets survi 
featuring metal SS runic and swastika shield badges іп 
the same style as the standard SS steel helmet decals 
However, itis likely that these insignia are po 
creations, particularly since the swastika shield decal 
had been discontinued in March 1940, a year before Ч 
introduction of Tropenhelme to the SS. During th 
autumn of 1942, SS-Division ‘Wiking’ advanced dee 
into the Caucasus region, and a number of их personnel 
wore Luftwaffe tropical uniforms and Schiffchen feld 
caps in light-tan cotton drill. Air-force insignia were re 
placed by SS badges, and from February 1943 SS rank 
chevrons in tan-brown on black were authorized f 
wear with the tropical tunic by SturmmannRotten 
führer grades. At the same time, the use of collar 
patches with tropical gear was forbidden. 

In September 1943, а wholly new and, for the frst 
time, formalized Waffen-SS tropical uniform was in- 
troduced and distributed on an entire unit basis to th 
Sturmbrigade "Reichsführer-SS on Corsica, The uni 
form was a strange hybrid and may, in fact, have 
made by converting Italian clothing which had recent: 
been seized by the Germans. The tunic had pleat 


тоск would not have 


achieved by the issue of army pith helmets, о 


patch pockets in the army style, was colored light tan in 
the Luftwaffe style, and featured a caped effect across 
the upper section in the Italian Sahariana style, the 
peaks of the ‘cape’ forming the upper pocket flaps. In 
gnia was officially restricted to shoulder straps 


tropical sleeve chevrons and a special tan-brown woven, 
version of the SS arm eagle, but normal collar patche 
w nally seen. The SS tropical field сар, to 
accompany the new tunic, was in the same shape as the 
SScamouflage field cap, without lap and buttons, It toc 


was light tan in color and sported a tan-brown eagle and 
death's head. No officer's version existe 
Photographic evidence suggests that the 1943. 


pattern Waffen-SS tropical tunic was only ever issued 
he Sturmbrigade "Reichsfuhrer-SS, and even then 
was not worn by members of that formation after they 


left Corsica. The Sturmbrigade appears to have been 
hosen to field-test und evaluate the new tunicon an ex 
perimental basis, Whether it was badly reported uj 


эг whether economies and the lack of tropical eam: 
paigns after 1943 dictated that no more stocks of tn 


ald be manufactured, is unknown. In any 
hing to indicate that it was issued 
ical field сар, on the other hand, was 
widely distributed among the various units fighting in 
Italy during 1944-45, and was a popular item of drew 
During the last year of the war, members of SS units 
in Italy, Austria and the Balkans reverted to wearing a 
mixture of Wehrmacht and Italian tropical clothing, 
uftwalfe items were most prized, particularly the 
unic and Schiffchen, and the latter could often be seen 
bearing SS metal badges removed from the peaked ca 


Protective Clothing 


As carly as July 1935, the Leibstandarte was issued 
ble-breasted greatcoat, or Man- 

ping and full insignia. This item 
superseded by a feld-gray version in 1937, and with 
he military development af the SS- VT and 88 ТҮ there 
at fashions 


was a tendency to follow army great 
у, which led to the gradual a dark. 
sen collar and the ad hoe removal of collar patches 
By the outbreak of war, the situation as regards great 
oat insignia was fairly muddled and various orders 
were issued in an attempt to clarify the position. The 
ally approved in December 
few months later. Collar pip 
te in August 1940, and 
1d earth.gray coat were 
recalled in March 1941. Officers with the rank of SS 
Oberführer and above were permitted to wear the 
oat with the top three buttons undone, so as ta ex 
heir distinctive silver-gray lapels, and from 1941 
holders of the Knight's Cross and other neck awards 
жеге also allowed to doso. As the war progressed, many 
officers countered the declining quality of the i 
Mantel by having greatcoats tailor-made to their own 
pecifications. These items incorporated such refine. 
ments as removable blanket linings, reinforced but 
ıs, extra pockets and detachable sheepskin or fur col 
= The result of all this was that dozens of variations 


dark-green collar was 


nly ta be canceled 
ther ranks becam 
urviving examples of ti 


regulations. М 
ntel, called the surco 
signed to be worn on top of the ordinary great 
drivers of open motor vehicles or those on static sentry 
duty, and featured two vertical pockets above the 
in addition to the normal side pocke 
Officers had the option of purchasing а fi 
leather greatcoat, but this 


n alternative 
and NCC 


КАЕ pattern 
Ee made of rub twill with a leather-like 
appearance. Others used the regulation motoreyeli 
Krad Ч which was first introduced 
for army dispatch riders and eventually came to be 
widely worn by a variety of Wehrmacht, Waffen-SS. 
e personnel during inclement weather. E 
nples had a dark-gree after 1940) 
the whole о 
skirt could b 
ng nter campaign of 1941-42, 
arm clothing was provided for Ger 
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man soldiers fighting on the Russian front, prepara- The whole outfit 
tions were made to design and supply appropriate uni- and SS autumn с on the other 
form items with a view to averting a similar crisis signed to be wor normal field uniforn 
Various fur, sheepskin and lambswool waisteoats and white side tended to get filthy very quickly. which 
caps were issued in the short term, and sno aks defeated its purpose, so troops were or 
originally intended for mountain troops serving in Nor. uniform with the eamoufl 

st Wherever sh 


ible, being whit 


жау were diverted and shipped e 
were still apparent, captured Soviet winter cloth of similar garments 
ing was used, augmented by civilian items collected in ing stocks of captured 
Germany 
Throughout 19 


the Waffen-SS developed its own 
orm, or Winter-Sonderbekleidung. 
my. It consisted of a heavy, fur 


ing overtrousers. When snow lay labar ure uniforms and 
round, an undyed white cotton hooded smock seized b 


nd trousers were issued. These were designed to be Winter clothing was a specialty of the SS-Bekleidu 
worn on top of the parka and ove s and were werke in the Lublin area of Poland, primarily at the 
readily washable. At the end of t wniki work camps. Fur garments re- 
versible parka in a waterproof rayon, white on one side from concentration-camp inmates throu 
and tan or red-green on the other, was distributed for the Reich were ordered to be collected and forwarde 
a windeheater for reprocessing. It ix a sad fact that many 


ar, a padded re. Poniatowa and 


e definitive Waffen-SS winter uniform did not n-8S soldiers unknowingly wore winter uniforms 
enter service until 4. and comprised a hood, lined with fox-furs and stoles taken from old women 
jacket, trousers and mittens, all made from two layers had died at Auschwitz, Majdanek, Sobibor and 
of windproof material with a wool-rayon interlining. Treblinka. 


December 1044. The отсе 


wi sarean 


Insignia Production 


le th 


= 


and this form of insignia was worn by 
farmed SS during the 1933-35 period. Hand 
could be in white or silver.gray cotton thread, fine alu 
minum wire or heavy silver bullion, with the 

styles normally being reserved for officers. Howe 
September 1934 non-commissioned and enlist 

of the Leibstandarte and SS-VT were also authorized to 
wear aluminum wire insignia with the black uniform, 
to set them apart from their colleagues in the Allge: 
meine-8S. No two hand-embroidered badges were ever 


identical, since they were individually made. The em- 
broidery w ly done over cardboard templates, 
which comprised thin cutouts of the relevant design 


and which could vary slightly from one maker to an 
other. Once the actual embroidery was completed, a 
paper or cloth backing was glued onto the reverse of 
each piece to prevent fraying. Badge companie 
generally employed women todo this work, or farme 
‘out to local seamstresses on a cottago-industry Баян 
In 1936, when the RZM had become effectively 
organized under Reichsaeugmeister Richard Buchner 
¡achine-embroidered insignia began to be produced 
and widely distributed for wear by SS enlisted men and 
m of embroidery was cheap and quick 
execut ‚nerally utilized white or silver-gray cot 
ton thre black-woven badgecloth base, The 
thickness of the embroidery depended upon how the in- 
dividual manufacturer's machine was ndjusted, but it 
med and raised appearance 
ion was the flat chain-stitch embroidery 
which was sometimes employed on shoulder-st 
s. The producers of machine-embroidered insig 
Лу substantial firms, as only they 
'quipment involved in the 


usually had а tightly-fo 
he only екені 


bad 
nia were normally fa 
could afford the expensive 


45 
9 


manufacturing process. Such companies were rigidly 
controlled by the RZM, and their products had to carry 
labels bearing the relevant contract numbers. In addi- 
tion to the standard КАМ paper tags used by all NSDAP 
formations, а system of small black-and-white woven 
labels was devised specifically for SS items. Each bore 
the RZM symbol and SS runes together with the 
maker's contract number and year date, an example 
being КАМ 21/3685" Where a firm was engaged only in 
embroidery work, the letters БЕ, denoting ‘Stickere’ ог 

ated into the label, for 


imbroiderer’, were incorpo 
example КАМ St 459/36 88". It was not uncommon for 
two such labels to be attached to a single badge, particu- 
larly a cuff title, if two separate firms were involved in 
its manufacture due to subcontracting, One label would 
refer to the maker of the backing and the other to the 
embroiderer, and because of this, machine 

‘come to be known as the 


embroidered insignia hai 
'RZMustyle by collect 
Machine-woven badges were produced from 1939, 


wire. They had a very flat appearance and the manufac 
turing which, identi 


of these badges was th 
Bandfabrik Ewald V 
ВЕҮО” has come to b 

The use of silk-sereen printing in the manufacture of 
certain Waffen-SS badges was introduced in 1944 but 
was primarily restricted to foreign volunteer shield 

auxiliary armbands and the special rank insignia 


Wuppertal-Barmen firm of 


cher, whose 
used when 


эн 


for camouflage clothing. Cheap production costs were 


more than outweighed by the poor quality of the 
finish 


article, and printed badges were very unpopu- 


procedures governing the approval and manufac 

ia were very complicated. 
iments, particularly the SS Haupt- 
amt, the SS Führungshauptamt, the SS Wirtschafts 
und Verwaltungshauptamt and the Hauptamt Person. 


licher Stab RISS would often be involved. Once a design 
had been approved by Himmler, it would pass to the SS: 
WVHA which would in turn authorize the RZM to sup: 


quantity. The RZM then placed a 
Contract with one ol its approved firms and the finished 
badges were delivered to one of the SS clothing depots, 
usually Dachau, from where they would be supplied to 
the unit concerned. 

Ву September 1944, pressures 


mn the КАМ had de 


veloped to such an extent that it was forced to terminate 
its Involvement in the supply of insignia to the 
Waffen-SS, The following December it announe 
Waffen-SS eagles, death's heads, collar 


shoulder straps and ЫТ titles could henceforth be 

tured, without a contract, for direct sale to 
authorized wholesalers and retailers for the duration of 
the war. By that stage, no less than 24 firma were pro 
ducing cloth insignia for the Waffen-SS. These com: 
panies are listed below 


Gebrüder Auorhamme Albrecht 
Bender, Weissenburg: Max 

Lothar von Dreden & Co., Wuppertal-Elberfeld: 
Oskar Frank, Eibenstock; Geissler & Hast, Ansbach. 
August Gobels Söhne, Grosw-Schónaw; E. Günther, 
Eibenstock; Hensel & Schuhmann, Berlin; Hinter 
leitner, Brunnacker & Co, Welssenburg E. Köhler 
Annaberg: Kruse & Sohne, Wuppertal-Barmen; Sig- 
mund Lendvay, Vienna; Lucas $ Vorsteher 
‘Wuppertal-Barmen; Maller, Rossbach: К. 


Weissenburg: 
Dörfol, Eibenstoek: 


Nitzsche, Bibenstock; J. F. Rieleder, Heilbronn: 
Julius Riess, Erfurt; Franz Rönnefahrt, Branden 
burg; Hermann Schmuck & Co., Weissenburg: Thiele 
& 1 roltach & Hanselmann, 


Berlin; Ewald Vorsteher, Wuppertal-Barmen; Ferdi 
nand Winter, Treuchtlingen. 


Waffenfarhe 


During the Third Reich, certain colors were employed 
in the design of military, paramilitary and eivil uni 
forms and accouterments аз а methodical means of unit 
identification, These colors appeared on tunic facings, 
сар piping, armbands and ко on and were known as 
branch of service colors or "Waffengattungsfarben 
normally referred to in the abbreviated form Waffen 
farbe 

Before the outbreak of World War II, all armed SS 
piping was white, silver or black/silver twist, like that 
of the Allgemeine-SS. However, in December 1939, due 
to the increasing militarization of the Waffen-SS and 
its new-found associations with Wehrmacht forces 
shoulder straps piped in army Waffenfarbe were in 


— 


troduced. A few officers also began to equip themselves 


with Waffenfarbe-pipe 


peaked сар» and long trousers, 


made to order, but Himmler immediately forbade that 


pr 
to remain white 
May 1940 the 


tice, instructing (hat the piping on these ema was. 
Some confusion then ensued, for in 
Reichsfuhrer backtracked by indicating 


that peaked caps could thereafter be piped in Waflen 


farbe 


‘although all walking. 
now to be piped іп gray 
Himmler changed his п 


ıt dress trousers were 
"The following November 
ind yet again, directing that 


WalTenfarbe was once more to be restricted to shoulder 
straps and the soutache on the feld cap, with all other 
piping reverting to white or aluminum depending on 


rank, 
soldiers to re 
from that of th 
officers and п 

their peaked caps 
Himmler’s orders. 


It is clear that the Reichsführer wanted his 
n their own unique appea 
army, but 
n continued to wear W 
ntil the end of the war, in defi 


ce, distinct 
a number of Waffen-SS 
affenfarbe on 
of 


following list shows the Waffenfarbe colors 


gh Ha 


SS Waffenfarhe 1939-45 


which wore officially authorized for use by the Waf: 
fen-SS at various stages of World War Il, However, it 
should be noted that a few shades were withdrawn ог 
reallocated from time to time, and in any case the differ 
ences in some colors were so slight as to be almost indi. 
tinguishable, a situation compounded by variations in 
manufacturers dyes, the bleaching effect of the sun and 
the general weathering of piping under field conditions, 
There is often heated debate between buyers and sellers 
of surviving piped items as to whether the Waffonfarhe 
colors concerned are rare or relatively common ones, 


Collar Patches 


The earliest armed SS units were technically on the 
local Abschnitte staf, and as such members wore blank 
right collar patches. In May 1933, officers’ patches 
began to be piped in a black/aluminum twisted cord. 
and those of other ranks in white cord. With the rapid 
expansion of the militarized SS formations, it soon be 
came clear that some kind of distinctive collar insignia 
was required for the Leibstandarte and Politische 


Bereitschaften, and towards the end ofthe your patch 
bearing double Sig-Runes, hand-embroidered in кім 
bullion for officers and white or sIlver-gray cotton for 
other ranks, were issued to soldiers of the LAH. In June 
1984 the SS PBs attached to Oberabschnitte Sud, Sud. 
west and Mitte were authorized to wear ис 88 1', 88 
2 and ‘SS 7 patches respectively, with the numbers ax 
large as the runes, and three months later по 
‘commissioned ranks in the Leibstandarte and 88-07 
were further distinguished by being allowed to use alu- 
minum wire embroidery on their collar patches. In 
October, the piping on officers’ patches was changed to 
itive plain aluminum cord, with the black 
aluminum twist now being adopted by other ranks. The 
rost ofthe prewar period witnessed the introduction of 
machine-embroidered collar patches for the field uni- 
form, death's heads and other designs for SS-TV and 
and the adoption of the 58 1, 582 an 
this time with small numbers, by th 
Deutschland, ‘Germania’ and “Der Fuhrer’ Stand. 
arten. Some collar patches were produced on metal 
bases with serew fittings at each corner, so they could be 


easily removed from the tunic when it was being 
cleaned. 

‘When army-pattern shoulder straps were introduced 

for the armed 58 in March 1938, it was apparent that 

ing of dual rank badges on both the left collar 

k) and shoulder straps (army equivalent 

decreed that SS 

the Leibstand 
еп specific 


the we 
patch 
Was unnecessary. However, Hin 
ranks should still be displayed, ТІ 
‘exacerbated at the outbreak of war, w 
arte, SS-VT and SS-TV b 

side the Wehrmacht, The ordinary German 
bemused by the SS rank system, and w 
know which SS men he was supposed to 
whose orders he was obliged to obey. It t 
came absolutely essential, for practical and disciplin- 
ary reasons, that Waffen-SS rank badges should cor 
respond to those in the armed forces and be easily 
recognized as such. Consequently, during the formation 
of the first SS field divisions in the autumn of 1939, it 
was decided that their personnel should not wear 88 
rank patches, Instead, they received matching cal 
patches with the runes or death's head on both si 
Their ranks were indicated solely by shoulder straps, 
the army style. However, prewar Waffen-SS offic 
and men jealously retained their existing collar 
patches, showing their 58 ranks: 

The increased use of camouflage mocks, which 
covered the shoulder straps and, indeed, ай insignia ex 
cept the collar patches, led Himmler to rescind the 
matching collar patch order on 10 May 1940, and rein 
troduce the SS rank patch for all Waffen-SS members 
At the same time, the need for security during the inva 
on of the Low Countries and France rendered о 
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all 88-УТ and SS-TV collar patches bearing numerals 
ог letters, which were ordered to be removed, For 
short time during the western campaign, personnel їп 
the SS-Verfugungadivision wore no collar patches at 
all. From then on, the basic SS runes collar patch be- 
came standard for all German an 
fon-SS formations except Totenkopf units, whose me 
bers continued to wear the death's head, now produced 
in a horizontal version more suitable for use on the 
losed-neck field tunic. In August 1940, the black/alu 

num twisted cord bordering other ranks’ patches w 
abolished, leaving these patches unbordered forth 
of the war, 

With the increasing recruitment of non-Germans 
into the Waffen-SS after 1940, Himmler became с 

ned about the use of the SS runes insignia by those 

ally suitable for full SS membership, and he in 
d that such recruits should wear some ot 
‘of badge on the right collar patch, The SS th 
signed and issued a range of appropriat 
for its foreign units and, pending the distribution of 
these insignia, blank patches were often worn in new 
units as an interim measure, С 
NCOs serving in foreign formations were still entitled 
to wear the SS runes collar patch and, as from July 
1943, i they chose to identify with their men by wearing 
the distinctive unit patch, they were obliged to sport the 
SS runes embroidered below the left breast pocket in 
stead, The later insignia was identical to that worn by 
5 men in the German police 

The wearing of collar patches did not always conform 
to regulations, Matching patches and vertical death’ 
heads, although prohibited in 1940, continued to bo 
worn well into 1942, and officers often used other ranks 
patches in the field, or removed the cording from their 
own patches, In 1943, machine-woven versions of the SS 
Funes and horizontal death's head patches were pro 
duced, but the earlier embroidered examples were still 
being issued at the end of the war, Recruits under train 
ing often wore no collar patches at all 

The following table lists all SS-VT, БӨЛУ and 
Waffen-SS unit collar patches which have been con 
firmed by contemporary photographic or documentary 
evidence, They were produced in embroidered у 
only, unless otherwise indicated. 


Shoulder Straps 


Members of the armed SS wore standard Айе 
meine-SS shoulder straps on the right side only until 
1905, when the earth-gray uniform was introduced. In 
July of that year, SS-VT officers were ordered to wear 
their Allgemeine-SS straps on both shoulders of the 
gray uniform. Other ranks received army-pattern 
Straps made of plain earth-gray material, or earth 
brown for SS-TV troops. In 196 these enlisted m 
shoulder straps were replaced first by а round-ended 
black version piped in black/aluminum twisted cord 
then by an unpiped black type with pointed ends, None 
of these early straps identified the wearer's rank, as 
that was shown by his collar patches 

In March 1988, army-pattern shoulder straps with 
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black underlay and gilt ман ей to all armed 
SS officers, and NCOs began to wear aluminum lace, or 
Tresse, and white metal ‘pips’. Rank was thereafter 
clearly indicated by the straps. From December 1939, 
officers sported colored Waffenfarbe piping between the 
aluminum braid and black underlay, and other rank 


received their definitive Waffenfarbe-piped black 
straps with rounded end: 
A large number of unit identification insignia wer 


worn on the shoulder straps. For officers, these num 
als and ciphers were initially in gilt metal, then bronze 
after 1940. Other ranks had them embroidered directly 
onto their straps, or onto removable slip-on tabs from 
1940. The table on the previous page lists the variou 
identification badges known to have been used on Waf. 
fen-SS shoulder straps 

In October 1943, Himmler decided that Waffen-SS 
units and specialist personnel were adequately identi 
fied by collar patches, cuff titles and sleeve diamonds, 
and he forbade the wearing of shoulder-strap numerals 
and ciphers for the duration of the war. The only ex 
ception was the Leibstandarte-SS Adolf Hitler 
‘members retained their LAH monograms 
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Any Waffen-SS soldier transferring from one unit to 
another had to remove hin old cuff title and replace it 
with that of his new unit. However, ithe latter had not 
been awarded a cuff title, the man was permitted to con 
tinue to wear the title of his former unit, That explains 
why "Adolf Hitler and ‘Der Fuhrer’ cuff titles featured 
among the officer cadre of the 24th SS Division in north: 
ern Italy at the end of the war, and why miscellaneous 
cuff titles were worn by SS paratroopers. 

‘On occasion, two cuff titles could be worn together, 
Officer cadets being trained at Bad Tol», for example, 
were initially allowed to wear the "8S-Schule Tola cuff 
title above their own regimental ог divisional titles, 
while war correspondents and military policemen often 
wore the ‘SS-Kriegsberichter’ and 'SS-Feldgendarme: 
Fie’ titles below those of the regiment or division to 
which they were attached. The wearing of more than 
fone cuff title in this fashion was forbidden in August 
1943: 

Cuff titles fell into the following four categorie 
according to the method of their manufacture: 


Hand-embroidered in aluminum wire or thread: 
Produced from 1933 until June 1942. For wear by all 
ranks until 1936, and thereafter by officers only 


SS-Sebule соло 


(лосу 


Machine-embroidered in white or silver-gray cot 
ton thread: The so-called 'RZM-style'. Produced from 
1936-43 for wear by other ranks only 


Machine-woven in aluminum. thre 
from 1939-43 for wear by officers only 


d: Produced 


Machine-woven in flat gray cotton or silken 
thread: The so-called гВЕУО pattern, Produced from 
1943-45 for wear by all ranks. 


It was not uncommon, however, for officers to use 
other ranks’ cufTtitles on their field tunics, or for NCOs 
to acquire officer quality titles for wear on their dress 
uniforms, Moreover, old stocks of some early cuff titles 
continued to be worn long after they had been officially 
discontinued, 

These categories are most important from a collec 
tor’ point of view, for some cuff titles which appear on 
the market can readily be identified as reproductions 
simply because the date of introduction of the original 
does not correspond with the manufacturing technique 
of the copy. Cuff titles such as Florian Geyer‘, Hohen 
staufen' and ‘Reichsfuhrer-SS\, for example, which 
dated from 1943 and later, were all made in th 
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pattern and should ne tered in the earlier 
КОМ style. Similarly, Gothic script had been aban 
doned long before 1943, ко it follows that Gothic letter. 
ing should not feature on BEVO cuff titles. 

The table below lists ай SS-VT, SS-TV and Waffen-SS 
cuff titles which have been confirmed by contemporary 
Photographic or documentary evidence, together with 
their known manufacturing styles 


‘Adolf Hitler’ cuff titles, which were embroidered in 
gold bullion, and the‘ Wiking’ and‘Wallonien’ cuff tit 
hand-embroidered in Gothic script for wear by unit 
commanders Herbert Gille and Léon Degrelle respec 
tively. А small number of unapproved localized cuff 
titles, such as the ‘Narwa and ‘Estland’ titles worn by 
some members of the 20th (Estonian) Division, are con. 
firmed from photographs and were in all probability 


Waffen-SS бий Tiles ші, = + 


mue Aen Manatactring вое 
Wine 
Ann, АА em mm DEVO 
Voix 08:17) 
ro Fre Corpa 1914 Manufacturing style cannot he 
шетен from the Е 


Danmark ны 
рим | е 
Deu 


Eë 
k 


ESV 
Plan Geyer 


Danmark юм 
pra шо 
دس‎ 
مش‎ mm о mm 

wn оюм 

ны шм 
онеш ыш D in 
рид 
Zen un ` mmm 
E wua mun 
Wien 18 EVD 
Kir UL Dachau 1993 їр 
Kit "12 ZM: BEVO 
Lineemarek ш KEMA 
LG 
Ze mu не 
Lagan Noruego Di ЮМ. 
Eed 
Sc 0 
Қайшы ID ERM MW: wm 
Ret Di юм 
Nene 1 шо 
Dan 1 HE Gomm 
och E ef 


Kan ЮМ. mm nevo 


besen evo 
тм ми mmm 
йк шм 
Kä 


Wl wm мм 
кенші 

ты юм 

tis ие 

1 юм 
шоолон 27122 


VE 1000 a Brin rg in 
Sin sch enden 
кемйр» 


мє юм 


ГТ 

ol Dvn КАИ 

Ken 1 MES watt 
281 


22 


um юм 


сэ 
Dad wm ном 
Эг 222 
The ты; 
КООШ: 
لس‎ оиа 
ГОН 


НЕ” шай ombrideod in aluminum wire or thread 


EE 
MW- Machin woven in anna 
EVO Machine wovon in би pray cotton or ken thread 


war, but never issued for a variety of reasons: Artur 
Phleps, Charlemagne, Finnisches Frw. Bataillon der 
Waffen-SS, Hinrich Schuldt, 30 Januar, Landstorm 
Nederland, Latvija, Osttürkischer Waffen-Verband der 
SS, Woldemars Veiss. Most of these cuff titles existed on 
paper only. Examples ofthe Charlemagne’ 

Nederland and Ostturkischer Waffen Verb 
titles have appeared in а тапш 

have yet to be authenticated by photographic ог docu 
mentary evidence. 


Arm Eagles 


The eagle and swastika 


ıs established as the national 
emblem, or Hoheitsabzeichen, of the Third Reich on 
March 1936. The insignia ultimately developed to in. 
corporate a wide variety of forms, but the eagle invari 
ably faced to its right when being used by State 
organizations such as the police and customs service 
and to its left when being worn by the NSDAP and party 
formations like the SA and NSKK. 

The first SS tunic eagles were 
Dietrich and others as early as the summer 
with the newly-introduced earth-gray uniform. Т 
‘of eagles on the right breast was restricted by law to the 
army, navy and air force, so members of the Leibstand 
arte and SS-VT took to wearing theirs AR upper 
arm, in lieu of the gaudy Allgemeine-SS armband 
which was clearly unsuitable for field use. The pat 
of sleeve eagle officially adopted by the armed SS in 
May 1936 was that introduced simultaneously for the 


sported by Sepp 


ie cn 


railroad police, with a right facing eagle having dip- 
ping wings. It was discontinued after only two years, 
but was still being worn by some veterans in 1943. 
‘The second and definitive pattern of SS nation 
emblem, with a left-facing eagle and straight wings 
tapering to а point, was devised in 1938 and was eventu- 
ally produced in several variations to become one of the 
most distinctive features of Waffen-SS uniform, The 
turing method was machine em. 
broidery, in white or silver-gray cotton thread on black 
and these RZM-style eagles came in the following three 
types, dependent upon period of production. 
Between 1938 and 1941 the eagle had а pronounced 
square head; the 1942-43 version had a less pronounced 


‘curved head; and from 1944 a more shallow round head. 
Photographs confirm these types time and ti 
as period, rather than manufacturers, vari 


square-headed early eagle can regularly be seen in 
d pictures taken during the western 
and Balkan blitzkriegs of 1940-41, while the round 
headed insignia never features in these photographs. 
Conversely, the round-headed late-war eagle іа con: 
sistently seen on camouflage drill tunics during the 
Normandy and Ardennes battles, with the early badge 
being conspicuous by its absence at that stage of U 


“In 1939, а BEVO 


sleeve eagle began 


hine-woven version of the SS 
‘appear, in flat gray cotton or 
Silken thread for other ranks and fine silver wire for 
Officers. И was widely worn on all types of Waffen-SS 
uniform throughout the war, and war even used as acap 


badge by female SS auxiliaries. The BEVO eagle was 
also produced in tan-brown from 1943, for the tropical 
uniform. A few examples in green weave, allegedly for 
use on the spring side of the camouflage uniform, have 
made their way on to the market recently, but their 
authenticity has not yet been confirmed. 

The SS arm eagle was also hand-embroidered in 
silver bullion for officers, Numerous slight variations 
existed, and a few had snaps attached to the rear so that 
they could readily be removed from the tunic when the 
latter was being cleaned, The bullion eagle was 
standard wear for ай SS officers, although Sepp 
LO again highlighted his unique status by having 
his insignia executed in gold wire. 

In addition to the various regulation types of SS 
Hoheitsabzeichen, other eagles were sometimes worn 
on the left arm of the Waffen-SS tunic. A number of ex- 


Micera who transferred to the Waffen-SS, and 
oviously served in Wehrmacht 
legions, wore the army breast-eagle on the deet 
either to emphasize their origins or simply because the 
army eagle was more readily available to them. The use 
of army eagles was particularly common during the 
rapid expansion of the Waffen-SS in 1939-40, when SS 
eagles were in short supply and army-style Waffen 
farbe piping and matching collar patches were the order 
ofthe day. A few SS-VT and SS-TV men on secondment 
to army units even wore the army eagle on the right 
breast while still sporting the SS eagle on the left arm, 
The Italian SS had their own version ofthe sleev 
which was right-facing and clutched a fa 
‘swastika, and between August 1942 
the German police eagle in orange thread was worn by 
members of the SS-Feldgendarmerie 


foreigners who had p 


Other Insignia 


In addition to the insignia already mentioned, which 
жеге common to most Waffen-SS personnel, a number 
of other badges existed which merit only general cover. 
age 

‘Members of the Polizei-Division wore police collar 
patches and headgear insignia until the beginning of 
1942, when the unit was fully incorporated into the 

ie ES Thereafter, standard SS badges prevailed 

lecalling police helmets, 

however, the police eagle tended to be covered over with 
the runic shield, giving many SS-Polizei-Division hel 
mets the appearance of having their Waffen-SS 
оп the wrong way round 

А range of arm shields was created for foreign volun- 
teers in the Waffen-SS, and generally took the form of 
machine-embroidered national flags on a black cloth 
ground measuring 60mm x 50mm. These were 

andardized in 1943, and most were produced by the 
rlin firm of Troltsch & Hanselmann. The shields 
жеге at first worn above the cuff title, and later beneath 


the SS arm eagle, and gradually replaced the army ver. 
sions hi ‚rn by many foreigners. The flags of 
Belgium, Denmark, Estonia, France, Great Britain, 
Holland, Latvia and Norway featured on these shields, 
while the badges for Albanian, Croatian, Finnish, 
Flemish and Ukrainian volunteers bore suitable 


heraldic motif 


A series of trade badges to identify skills and special 
ties was designed in the shape of black cloth diamonds 
for wear on the lower left sleeve, Each badge was 
awarded after the successful completion of the relevant 
SStraining course, and those who graduated from army 
schools were obliged to wear the army trade badge in 
еш of the SS one. From October 1943, mountain troops 
sported a machine-embroidered edelweiss on the left 
Side of the Bergmütze and on the right tunic sleeve, 
above the Honor Chevron of the Old Guard if the latter 
Uniformed female SS auxiliaries had a unique badge 
consisting of a black oval containing silver 88 runes, 
Which was sewn to the left breast pocket. Other civilian 
employees were given embroidered, woven or printed 
armbands bearing the words "Waffen-SS ог Im Dienste 
der Waffen-SS when in the war zone, and brassards fa 
turing national colors were worn by young SS flak auxi- 
liaries from the east. The latter were issued with a mix 
ture of Luftwaffe and Hitler Youth uniform, and a 
printed triangular SS runes badge at the top of the left 
in the manner of the HJ district triangle, was 
y insignia which denoted their technical attach. 
to the Waffen-SS. 
During World War П, Waffen-SS soldiers were eli- 
gible for the whole range of Nazi military decorations, 
including the Iron Cross, German Cross, War Merit 
Cross and soon. Participation in the Crimea, Demjansk 
and Kurland battles earned the appropriate campaign 
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distinctions for men of the Leibstandarte, SS- 
Totenkopf-Division and VI Waffen-Armeckorps der SS, 
while troops of all units wore Infantry Assault, General 
Assault, Flak, Panzer Battle and Wound Badges, the 
Tank Destruction Award and the Close Combat Clasp. 
Тһе 85 Long Service Decorations of 1938 were super 
seded during the war by their Wehrmacht equivalents, 
since the Waffen-SS was regarded as an integral part of 
the armed forces. Even naval and Luftwaffe War and 
Qualification Badges could occasionally be seen on S 
uniform, depending upon the wearer's service hist 

t awards, only the Guerrilla 
singled out as being of specific re 
levance to the activities of the Waffen-SS, and for that 
reason it merits some detailed description, The increas: 
ing ferocity of the war waged against partisans in 
Russia, the Balkans and elsewhere during 1941 
necessitated the creation of a new decoration to reward 
those who had been engaged upon it for а prolong 
period, On 30 January 1944, Hitler instituted the Ban 
denkampfabzeichen und officially designated it a 
‘Kampfabseichen der Waffen-SS und Polizei, or 
‘Waffen-SS and Police Battle Badge 


Badge нг 


badge so described during the Third Reich. It came in 
three grades, bronze, silver and gold, for particip 

їп 20, 50 and 100 combat days against guerrillas, Qual 
ification for award was therefore very high, making the 
Bandenkampfabzeichen far more difficult to achieve 
than similar decorations like the Infantry Assault 
Badge. In fact, the Guerrilla Warfare Badge in Gold 
equated to winning the prized Close Combat Clasp in 

ald twice. 

"The design ofthe Guerrilla Warfare Badge was based 
on that of the insignia of the Silesian Freikorps of 1919 
and featured a wreath of oakleaves enclosing a sword 
with sunwheel swastika (representing the Germ 
forces) plunging into a hydra (the partisans). The 
hydra, a fabulous multi-headed sea serpent of Greek 
mythology, was famed as being almost impossible to 
destroy since its heads quickly grow again if they were 
cut off, The parallel with the partisan forces, which 
sprang up vigorously time and time again, is obvious, 
At the sword’s point was a Totenkopf, which was doubly 

үе since it symbolized both the SS involve. 
‘and the deadly natu 


anti-partisan warfas col 
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Heinrich Himmler was possessed by his desire to im- 
prove the strength and racial composition of the Ger- 
man nation, and saw as the cornerstone of the Greater 
German Reich an SS organization with native branches 
in each of the occupied western territories. The NSDAP 
hierarchy had long agreed that all the areas which had 
formerly been part of the German (or Holy Roman 
Empire, including Flanders and the Low Countries, 
should automatically be incorporated into the new 
Reich, with the mass of their populace eventually 
attaining full Reich citizenship. Himmler, however. 
went a step further, demanding that Germany should 


“В//теа oss nordover! 


have the right to bring into its ranks the Germanic 
peoples of Norway and Denmark, states wh 

never been part of the Empire, The Reichsfuhi 
visaged the ultimate creation of a new western Ger. 
manic State to be called Burgundia, grouping the 
Netherlands, Belgium and north-east France, which 
‘would be policed and governed solely by the SS accord 
ing to the SS code. Burgundia would act as a buffer, pro- 
tecting Germany proper from western invasion, The 
general aim was to attract all the Nordic blood of 
Europe into the SS, so that never again would the Ger. 
manic peoples come into mutual conflict 


SKUKGERBATALION 


To that end, Himmler established а replica of the 

German Allgemeine-SS in Flanders in September 1940, 

‘This Algemeene-SS Viaand ained two months 
and in May 1941 

ormed in Norway 

ts retained their own language 

was to be по question of 


pro-Germ 
formation loy 
start, Himmler 


to its own political leader. From the 
14 his western volunteers 


Be certain of this. There will be іп ай Europe just one SS 
the GermanieSS under th the Reichsführer 
88. You can resist, but that is a matter of indifference to me 
Tor we will create И in any case. We do not ask you to turn 
against your country, nor to do anything repugnant 
anyone proud of his country, who loves it and 

respect, Neither do we expect you to become бетт 
opportunism: What we do ask is that you sub 
national ideal to a superior racial and historical 
the single and allembeacing Germanie Reich 


the western form 
uence of their own 
ationist political leaders and amalga 
new Germanic-SS under Himmler's 
dence gone, they were now 

ly branches of a single organization and wer 
titled Germaansche-SS in Vlaanderen, Germaansche 
SS en Nederland, and Germanske-SS Norge. After the 
raising in April 1943 of the Danish Germansk Korpset, 
later called the Schalburg Corps, the Germanic-SS was 
complete, with a total active membership of almost 
9000 men. Many of them had «сеп action in Russia, 
with the foreign volunteer legions of the Waffen-SS. All 
were duly kitted out with surplus black Allgemeine-SS 
Uniforms imported from Germany, to which suitable 
tional insignia were attached. Their primary war- 
e task was to support the local police by rooting out 


juently, at the end of 19 


t orders. Their indepe 


partisans, subversives and other anti-Nazi elements, 
The uniform of the Germanic-SS in Flanders was vir 
tually identical to that of The 


р featured silver cuff title bore the lege 
of the 55 the belt bus 


ver bullion for alo 

was the 
ight collar 
black-and: 
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In civilian clothes, members of the Germanic:SS 
in Flanders could wear а circular lapel badge with a 
white swastika on а black background, while patron 
members, or Beschermende Leden, had their own Flemish SS, which remained in German hands, The 
diamond-shaped badge bearing SS runes and the letters remnants of the Germaansche-SS in Vlaanderen were 
BL incorporated into a Security Corps of some 2500 

The nominal strength of the Flemish SS in June 1944 assorted paramilitaries. А battalion of this corps fought 
was 3500. However, 1600 of these were on active service alongside the German defenders of Antwerp in a battle 
with the Waffen-SS, 940 were with the NSKK and 500 which lasted throughout September: November 1944. It 
were in the Viaanderen-Korps, leaving only 460 was one of the rare examples of western European col- 
regular Germanie-SS men in Flanders, of whom 0 


still probationers. By the end of the year, most of 
Belgium had been liberated, There was only one signifi- 
cant exception ` the port of Antwerp, birthplace of the 


laborators being used to fight against the British and 


Americans, most oftheir colleagues seeing service only 


rmaansche-SS en Nederla 
number on th 
silver Wolfsangel on 
on the left upper 
also appeared on the 
8 eagle. On the right upper 
black diamond, in 
cotton for lower 
anel wore blank cuff titles on the lower 
000 patron теп Begunstigende 
1 lapel badge with the SS runes sur 
ka and the letters "BL. Th 
Nederland had, on paper, a 
SS-Police regiment 
S. However, Ил 
айу 3800 was in fact con 
tary enlistments into the 
1 wore а curious uniform com: 
cked tunic with а khaki 
gnia was that of the Riks: 
uivalent of the German 
band with a sun cross 
left 


collar patch. A triangle beari 
red-and-black background w 


'rmaansche-SS 
rengtb of five n 
and supported it 
active membe 


more prestigious W 
The Norg 
irt and bl 
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intoa police company, which took part in the 
of Leningrad. In July 1942. many veterans returned 
from the east to form the new Germanske-SS Norge 
which abandoned ай Rikshir 


‘k uniform virtually 
SS, with similar 


vociations. A new oath 


of allegiance was taken to Hitler, and the German- rank insignia, although the nomenclature used was 
inspired motto “Min aere er troskap' (My Honor is that of the Danish police, The main points of depart 
Loyalty’) was adopted. The uniform of the Germanske- were that the SS cap eagle was replaced by a 

ит Th инел уусна SS Norge was all black except for а brown shirt. Itcom- sunwheel swastika, and a sunwheel swa 


rienda ski-ap (peaked cape were never wern by be вураагай са 
Norwegian S5, an open-necked tunic, ski trousers and buckle. A Danis ng three blue 
ot. An eagle holding a sun erosa in silver lionson a yellow feld with red hearts, was worn on the 
and black was worn on the left sleeve above a cuff title upper left arm above а cuf title bearing the word 
bearing the legend Germanske-SS Norge. Rank in: Schalburg. On ceremonial guard duty, а highly 
grin appeared on the left collar patch with a silver polished black German steel helmet was worn with a 
whee! swastika on the right patch. SS runes on a large white sunwheel swastika on the right aide. The 
Black diamond were sported on the right upper arm. — Schalburg Corps adopted the same techniques as the 
No Germanic 58 unit in Norway attained sufficient partisan groupe which it fought, and responded to each 
size to be regarded as a Standarte. The largest that resistance assassination with one of its own, A so<alled 
Could be mustered was a Stormbann or battalion, of Schalburg Cross, bearing the Corps motto “Tronk 
Which there were 12 in various parts of the country. Aere Our Honor is Loyalty’) was instituted late 
IRB rom ech ымы Мон were consistently under strength. The concept of жағ, with one posthumous award b 
سیر‎ SORA, Patron members was introduced into Norway aa inthe “Іп addition ta the Germanie.SS fo 
Im Siher Germanic countries and these so-called Softende пету based in Flanders, Holland, Norway and 
Мейетпег were entitled 10 wear a small oval badge in mark, the Allgemeine 88 established its own G 
black enamel, with silver SS runes and the letters SM" nische Starmbenne or Germanie battalions in 
Official figures published in Germaneren, the Norwe- of the Reich where there were large concentrations of 
gan 88 newep ее strength ofthe Germanic: workers imported from the Nordic countries, Т! 
SS in Norway as 1200 in September 1944. Of these, 930 foreigners numbered several hundred thousand by the 
were оп combat duty with the Waffen-SS and 700 were end of 1942, and posed a i 
in police unit, leaving only 160 Norwegians in the ternal security. То ماس‎ іп their control, Flemish and 
active Germanie-SS. At the same time, there were 3600 Dutch SS «ерге and men, most of them fresh (rom 
patron members front-line service in the сан, were employed by German 


RITTER "The Danish Germanic Corps, or Germansk Korpset, firms to engage in a propaganda campaign in U 
was formed in 


43 from Russian-front veterans and factories. They succeeded in persuading such large 


ers of their compatriots to join the local Allge- 

SS that seven Germanic battalions were set up 
in the major industrial cities of Berlin, Braunschweig, 
Dresden, Düsseldorf, Hamburg, Nürnberg and Stutt. 
gart. Uniforms were supplied by the Allgemeine-SS 
and comprised the standard black outfit, minus the 
tunic. Insignia was worn on the shirt, in the manner of 
the old SS traditional uniform. Membership peaked at 
‘around 7000 at the end of 1944, with the sole function of 
policing foreign workers in Germany 

Initially, SS personnel from Flanders, Holland, Nor: 

entitled to со 


formation of 
end of 1942 all but severed the 
links with home and consequently а new all-embracin 

sports award was called for, On 15 July 1943, г 

tions introduced just such a badge for the CH 
It was to take the form of two sig-runes, long the 
emblem of the German SS, superimposed over а sun. 
wheel swastika, which was associated with pro-Nazi 
parties across Europe as well as with the Waffen-SS 
Wiking and Nordland divisions in which many went 


ers were serving. The design was 
‚ntative of the union between the Ger 
55 and the Germanic-SS, Approved and instituted 
by Himmler on 1 August 1943, the award was named 
the Germanische Leistungsrune, or Germanic Pro- 
ficiency Rune. It came in two grades, bronze and silver, 
the badges differing only in the color of the sunwheel 
The tests leading to an award of the badge were on a par 
with those undergone by Germans in the SS to qualify 
forthe German National Sports Badge and the SA Mili- 


ning, 


owing the hammer 
shooting, com assault course, map reading, 
distance judging, observation, camouflage, first aid, sig- 
naling, verbal reporting and report writing. There were 
also written and oral examinations on National Social- 
ist theories, Training requirements meant that at least 
120 hours practise had to be completed every six 
months, and tests had to be passed annually in order to 
retain the badge 

The first tests and examinations took place in 
anuary 1944 at the training school of the Dutch SS 

Avegoor near Ar "er 2000 1 
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18 silver and 
The following June 


жей thi at а ceremony at their 
ning center at Hovelte, and in August 25 me 
the GermanieSS in Norway were simi 
decorated. The Allied invasion of western Europe un 


doubtediy prevented more widespread distribution, and 
it is believed that total awards numbered less than 200. 
Many badges were destroyed by their recipiente at the 
end of the war, for obvious reasons 

The Germanic Proficiency Rune was 
and measured 46mm er. The sunwhe 
‘copper-plated zine with an alive-bronze or silver w 
while the sig-runes were black enameled tombakbron. 
with silver-plated edges, The sig-runes were secured 
the sunwheel by four round tombak pins bent over at 
the rear, The reverse had a typically bubbled appear- 
ance, and was unmarked. The pin bar was wide and flat 
Since intended distribution was strictly limited, it i= 
most probable that all Germanic Proficieney Runes 
were produced at a single source. Unfortunately. due to 
the absence of makers’ marks, that source remains 
mystery. However, it is more than likely that the badge 

made ‘in-house’ by one of the many SS economic 
enterprises. It has been widely faked, with most copies 
being made from a bright alloy, with soldered runes and 
RZM marks. A completely bogus Germanic Proficiency 
Rune in Gold’ has even appeared on the memorabilia 
market in recent years. 
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